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| Spanish Railways and the Revolt 

4 THE effect of the recent revolt in Spain upon the railways 

; in that country was confined mainly to a considerable 
dislocation of traffic and to numerous acts of sabotage 


Which, however, resulted in no serious accidents. In one 
® case the rebels drove off the crew of a train and sent it 
® driverless down a main line, but nothing more serious 
® occurred than its derailment on a curve. Rail joints were 
broken and rails displaced to hinder the movements of 

troops and police in various areas, but those most affected 

were the north and Catalonia. The electrified main line 
traffic on the Northern Railway between Alsasua and Irun 
» had to be run with steam locomotives, owing to constant 
© interference with power lines. Further west, in Asturias, 
the whole country was occupied by the military operations 
and running had not returned to normal by the middle 
® of October. On the other hand normal running between 
® the capital and Barcelona was resumed on the third day. 

Although groups of railway workers joined the strike in 

Madrid and in Valladolid, where the Northern Railway 
4 locomotive repair shops are situated, and although in out- 

4 lying districts there were sporadic stoppages, the Spanish 

Tailwaymen as a general rule did not join the general 
| sttike, and if many trains had to be suspended it was 
» P&alise men were intimidated or because of possible danger 

pS running. An exception was the Metropolitan under- 

» sound in Madrid, where nearly all the staff. left work 

at the beginning of the revolt and, though most of the 

» “Mployees have since returned, the places of some of the 

p Most recalcitrant have been filled. It is to be hoped that 

»7eW this long threatened political explosion has taken 
ace, an era of peace may be in store for Spain. 


7 
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The Singing Fireman 

The tradition that to be engaged in mechanical pursuits 
precludes an acquaintance with the gentler arts is one that 
dies hard. There are still many to be found who hold 
that the railway worker in his leisure moments turns 
exclusively for relaxation to the fleet-winged pigeon or 
the gaunt and lugubrious greyhound. That this need not 
be so has once more been demonstrated, this time by 
the prowess of Mr. Arthur J. Lennarddo, a locomotive 
fireman employed at the Longsight depot of the L.M.S.R. 
For some time past the voice of Mr. Lennarddo has 
breathed o’er Manchester with considerable success and 
has earned its owner a local reputation. On October 20, 
however, he raised his cap, or rather the halo that sur- 
rounds his office, to a wider public, and revealed the 
cranium of an operatic baritone. This was during the 
““In Town To-night feature of the B.B.C. National 
programme, in which he sang the Prologue from ‘‘ Pag- 
liacci.’’ There are happy auguries for Mr. Lennarddo’s 
future in the quality of his name, for it is of a sort inevit- 
ably connected with success in the singing of opera or the 
sale of ice cream. Had a fireman selected the latter occu- 
pation, there might indeed have been excuse for merri- 
ment, but between his present career and his chosen hobby 
he has himself shown that there is nothing incompatible. | 


* * * * 

The Week’s Traffics 

Some disappointment has been expressed with the small- 
ness of the traffic increases shown by the four group rail- 
ways for the past week, but it may be noted that the 
figures compare with those of a week in 1933 when sub- 
stantial advances were recorded by each of the three 
‘““ heavy ’’ companies, and a moderate advance by the 
Southern. For the first 42 weeks of the present year the 
estimated receipts of the four companies together amount 
to £120,908,000, an increase of £4,951,000 or 4:09 per 
cent. Passenger train traffic earnings have advanced to 
the extent of £740,000, merchandise earnings to the extent 
of £2,854,000, and coal class traffic receipts to the extent 
of £1,357,000. 


42nd Week Inc. or dec. 


¢ 





Pass. &c. Goods, &c. Coal, &c. Total, 

19 000 + 2,031,000 +. 
16,000 + 1,976,000 + 

9,000 + 577,000 + : 
4,000 + 367,000 + 


£ 

4,000 
1,000 
3,000 — 
2,000 + 


£ 
+12,000 
9.000 
7.000 — 
1,000 


£ 
L662. 3,000 


L.N.E.R. 8,000 
G.W.R. = 5,000 
B.s sx = + 1,000 

London Transport receipts for the past week show 
increase of £4,500, and for the 16 weeks of the current 
year an increase of £98,200. 


oS * 


Efficiency and Bankruptcy 

Giving evidence recently before the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in connection with the application of the rail- 
roads for an increase in certain freight rates, Mr. M. J. 
Gormley, President of the American Railway Association, 
drew attention to the results of capital expenditure in 
increasing overall railway efficiency. In 1933 the ratio of 
freight transportation expenses to total freight revenues 
was only 30-1 per cent., the lowest for any year since 1920 
when the ratio was 49-6 per cent., while in 1929 it was 
31-3 per cent. During the past four years operating 
expenses had been successively reduced, so that the 
reduction in 1933 compared with 1929 amounted to 
$2,257,000,000, or 50-1 per cent., which compared with a 
50-7 per cent. decline in revenues. Apart from figures of 
money costs, the rolling stock position indicates the 
increase in operating efficiency. Compared with the end 
of 1925, Class 1 railways on August 1, 1934, owned 
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376,652 fewer freight cars and 14,906 fewer steam locomo- 
tives, but more effective use of rolling stock has more than 
offset the loss in total carrying capacity. It is a curious 
reflection of this greater efficiency that, as pointed out by 
Dr. Julius H. Parmelee, Director of the Bureau of Railway 
Economics, also giving evidence on the same matter, in 
the first seven months of 1934 67 per cent. of the total 
railway mileage of the U.S.A. was operating at a loss. 
Perhaps the $2,257,000,000 reduction in disbursements by 
the railways was partly responsible by reducing spending 
power. But as their income fell, what else could they do? 
Which came first, the chicken or the egg? 


a . * ¥ 


Port of London Authority 


An increasing business was handled by the Port of 
London Authority during the financial year ended 
March 1934, in comparison with the previous year, 


as shown by the recently-issued report. Tonnage of 
imports and exports, both foreign and coastwise, improved, 
a larger amount of shipping paid river duties of tonnage, 
greater use was made of the wet docks, and the quantity 
of goods there dealt with showed an advance. A slightly 
smaller tonnage of shipping used the dry docks. Total 
revenue rose from £5,174,963 to £5,324,929, and although 
in the total expenditure of £3,872,276 there was an increase 
of £24,029, the balance of revenue rose from £1,326,716 
to £1,452,653. Interest and sinking fund charges, 
interest receivable, amounted to £1,454,412 against 
£1,403,910, leaving a deficit on the year’s working of 
£1,759, which compares with a deficit of £77,194 for the 
previous year. A revised schedule of dock rates on soft- 
wood was brought into operation on January 1, 1934, and 
reductions have been made in dock rates on sugar as well 
as on sundry other goods. Import goods landed by the 
Authority for warehousing or immediate delivery amounted 
to 2,112,596 tons, an increase of 110,706 tons or 5-5 per 
cent., and there was a rise of 44,289 tons in the export 
traffic of 539,878 tons handled on the dock quays. 


less 


* * * * 

Punctuality 

In the course of a journey recently from Edinburgh to 
King’s Cross by the Flying Scotsman, we experienced a 
notable demonstration of punctual running. Out of Edin- 
burgh the Pacific engine Sceptre did not appear to be 
steaming too well, and with our 14-coach train lost 2} min. 
to Berwick. As a strong westerly wind was blowing, a 
pilot was therefore requisitioned, and leaving Berwick 
7 min. late in consequence, the two engines more than 
made up the arrears, running the 66-9 miles to Newcastle 
in 72 min. 57 sec., though allowed 80 min. Here, appro- 
priately enough, the London engine Flying Scotsman was 
attached, with an additional coach, making up a total 
load of fully 520 tons behind the tender, and we left 
4-min. late. Each subsequent station departure was dead 
to time, at Darlington, York, and Grantham; the engine 
gained 14 min. from Newcastle to Darlington—where an 
extra muianate on the station allowance is generally wel- 
come—and }-min. from Darlington to York, kept exact 
time on to Rae Meng and gained 1} min. from there to 
King’s Cross, arriving just after 5.38 p.m. No signal 
check was experienced throughout the run of nearly 400 
miles, and at no point south of Newcastle, until Hatfield 
had been passed—a distance of 250 miles—was the train 
running more than a minute outside its booked path; 
between York and Grantham, indeed, the maximum 
divergence from schedule at passing points was 23 seconds. 
This bespeaks a well- planned schedule and very competent 
driving; indeed, it is railway operation as, ideally, it 
should be. 
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Left and Right Hand Running 

When double line railways were constructed it 
naturally became the practice to keep each line for one 
direction of traffic. In Great Britain and the Colonies, 
left hand running was adopted, in conformity with road 
custom. One or two exceptions to this have been known, 
for the trains on the Festiniog Railway took the right 
hand line at passing loops, and the Greenwich line 
trains ran right handed for some years. On the Continent 
the practice is far from uniform. Several Continental 
countries such as France, Italy, Belgium and Switzerland, 
followed British practice, although it was not in accord 
with their street traffic rules, but others, such as Germany 
and Holland, did not. 30th systems of working are 
found in Spain and in America. Before the war there 
was considerable discussion in Switzerland as to whether 
a change to right hand running should be made, but the 
plan was eventually abandoned owing to its complication 
and expense. Flyovers have now been put in at several 
points on the borders of Alsace-Lorraine to enable trains 
to change from left to right hand running easily, the 
lines in these provinces being worked on the German plan. 
Modern signalling methods have simplified and led to an 
extension of reversible working, but the plan has been 
known for some time, one example existing in 1880. 

* * * * 

Switching Out in Austria 

The practice of closing 
hours of light traffic, 


certain signal cabins during 
when short block sections are not 


required, has long been known in Great Britain. It has 
been considerably extended in recent years in the 
endeavour to reduce operating costs and in the case of 


single lines much ingenious apparatus has been introduced 
to enable it to be done. On the Continent, in some coun- 
tries especially, less attention was paid to the matter, but 
times have changed there too, and the economic situa- 
tion presses. Faced with the necessity of reducing station 
expenses, the Austrian Federal Railways have thoroughly 
investigated the question of simplifying the signalling at 


night, or at other times when there are fewer trains than 
usual. Schemes to meet the requirements on both double 


and single lines have been designed and applied to over 
40 per cent. of the stations on the system, with very 
satisfactory results. In most cases a single individual now 
suffices for the night service at such stations, where there 
were formerly two signalmen and a Fahrdiensileiter always 
on duty. Some of the arrangements adopted, however, 
would not be found acceptable in this country, such as 
leaving running signals at ‘‘ danger ’’ and unlighted and 
providing them with a not applicable sign, or suspending 
the block instrument working on the long sections and 
depending solely on the Morse inker telegraph. We find 
it a little difficult to understand why some method of main- 
taining the block, or lock-and-block as it usually is, has 
not been devised, as it should make for vreater safety and 
simplicity in working. 
* & * + 

Mechanical Fogsignalling 

The idea that a fogsignalman could attend to two 
adjacent signals for opposing directions by placing the 
detonators for one by hand and for the further one by 
machine, originated a good forty years ago with Mr. E. 
CTs the Chief Clerk to the Engineer- in-Chief, 

L.N.W.R. The instrument held four detonators in its 
magazine, and the man had then to cross the line to 
recharge it. A fogsignalman was thus saved and there was 
also an economy in detonators as, should a signal go to 
‘“‘clear’’ just as the train was approaching it, the 
detonator could be withdrawn much later by machine than 
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by hand. Some Woodhead machines were supplied to 
the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway, which led to 
Mr. J. H. Pinder, the Permanent Way Inspector at 
Wigan, designing a machine that rendered it unnecessary 
for the fogman to cross the line at all, as the detonator 
placer was conveyed from the machine to the rail and 
back by chain. The Great Western had no such alrange- 
ment; that company had, however, a detonator-econo- 
miser, invented by Messrs. Bowden and Partridge. To 
appreciate its purpose it must be remembered that the 
Great Western used two simple detonators, instead of the 
double-charge duplex type, and the explosion of the first 
of the two caused an impact plate to turn a rod that 
removed the second from the rail. The perfect machine, 
and the survival of the fittest, was the Clayton instru- 
ment, in which twenty or so detonators could be stored. 
It was invented by a man named Dixon and put on the 
market by Mr. H. F. Clayton, of Huddersfield. It was 
used by the Metropolitan District Railway as part of the 
equipment for those automatic signals which needed a 
detonator. 
* * * * 


Detonator Placers for Signal Boxes 

The observations in the preceding note have been 
inspired by the recommendation of Colonel Woodhouse 
in the Doncaster collision report—see THE RAILWAY 
GAZETTE of August 24—that the signal-boxes concerned 
in that accident should be provided with detonator 
placers whereby the men, by a lever in the locking frame, 
could themselves place a detonator on the rail. This 
arrangement was developed as a consequence of the 
serious collision of January 19, 1905, at Cudworth on 
the Midland Railway. There was a series of short sec- 
tions at that spot, and no less than eight distant signals 
were against the express concerned. Because of the short 
sections the first distant reached was the key to the situa- 
tion but, owing to a combination of circumstances there 
was no fogman on duty there. The driver said that his 
fireman gave him a wave of the hand to signify ‘‘ clear ”’ 
and he knew that if that signal was “‘ off ’’ he ‘‘ had the 
road ’’’ through Cudworth. The fireman was killed, so 
the driver’s story was not corroborated. None of the 
signalmen obeyed the rule mentioned above, and for that 
Sir John Pringle did not blame them, as had the man 
left the box for that purpose, ‘‘ the working of the traffic 
would have been entirely disorganised and the attention 
of the men dangerously distracted from their important 
signalling duties.’ Mr. Clayton took out patents for his 
invention on August 23, 1905, and May 9, 1907. Now, 
we have detonator placers that are automatically operated. 
They are used, for instance, in the L.M.S. advance-sec- 
tion working to warn a driver should the light in the 
repeater signal fail. Something similar has been done at 
Greenisland, N.C.C., as described in page 348 of THE 
Rattway Gazette of March 2, 1934. 

+ * * * 


A New Level Crossing Device 

A new type of level crossing protection has recently been 
brought into use in America. It is known as the 
Autostop, and is designed to keep motorcars off the rail- 
Way when trains are approaching. The installation con- 
sists of sunk barriers on each side of the line, which rise 
out of the ground when a train approaches. Each set is 
Operated by an electric motor, controlled automatically by 
track circuits, and when a train enters the control section 
a warning bell rings and the barriers rise to a height of 
four inches, remaining in this position for ten seconds, 
during which time four flashing red lights and five button 
type reflector ‘‘ stop ’’ signals are displayed on the exposed 
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portion. When the ten seconds have elapsed, the barriers 
rise to their full height of 10 in., and a surface curved to 
approximate to that of the wheels of a motorcar is presented 
on the approach side. If a car happens to be between 
the barriers when they are at full height, its front wheels 
ride up on the opposite sloping plate, pushing the barrier 
down to the level of the highway so that the car can ride 
over it, after which it rises again to full height. Track 
circuits provide for the warning to begin 30 sec. before the 
arrival of the fastest train, and for the barrier to be fully 
raised 15 sec. before the train passes. 

* * * * 


Rolling Stock Maintenance in America 

Our American contemporary the Railway Mechanical 
Engineer draws attention to the position of the U.S. rail- 
ways in regard to maintenance of locomotive and rolling 
stock. It is pointed out that although there has been a 
decided reduction in the amount of stock awaiting repairs, 
the railways as a whole have not yet built up their equip- 
ment and repair programmes to a point which even 
present conditions demand. Four years’ accumulation of 
deferred maintenance has yet to be dealt with and, sooner 


.or later, with the advance of general business recovery, 


a problem will arise owing to the non-availability of 
engines and vehicles, and only a more energetic policy 
of speeding up repair operations beforehand will arrest the 
trouble. During the past four years there has been a 
marked change in maintenance policy on the railways of 
America. Perhaps it would be truer to characterise it as 
an absence of policy, at least in the long-term sense. 
There are, nowadays, to be taken into account conditions 
which did not exist or were less pronounced during the 
years immediately preceding the depression, and these 
must be given full consideration when planning schemes 
for bringing rolling stock repair programmes up to date; 
otherwise when the demand for greater carrying facilities 
becomes insistent there will be an insufficiency of engines 
and vehicles to meet it. 


* * * * 


Locomotive Mileage ’ 


A potent factor in the attainment of high locomo- 
tive operating efficiency, as measured by time actually 
available for service, is the reduction in the number of 
times steam is raised and dropped. By increasing the 
length of run, or the number of rosters, worked in quick 
succession, engine shed charges are diminished, and the 
distance or time between heavy overhauls is appreciably 
lengthened, for in a general way it is the condition of 
the boiler which governs the period between shoppings. 
As a result of running their express engines for 10,000 
to 15,000 miles a month with comparatively infrequent 
boiler coolings, the Canadian National and Canadian 
Pacific Railroads have raised the shopping mileage to 
150,000-170,000; the Baltimore & Ohio, by the adoption 
of similar principles, has raised the mileage of its express 
engines to 200,000, and 100,000-110,000 for freight loco- 
motives. The length of run on one steaming varies from 
400 miles on the L.M.S.R. and L.N.E.R. to 657 miles 
on the New York Central and 840 in Canada, but the 
Northern Pacific Railroad has run Mikado engines through 
from the Pacific coast to the Twin Cities, Minneapolis and 
St. Paul, a distance of 1,800-odd miles. The record is 
held by a Mikado on the Frisco Railroad which ran for 
25 days on one steaming, covering 7,350 miles and con- 
suming 675 tons of coal and 5,370 tons of water. Without 
going to such inordinate lengths, much improvement on 
the present workings might be made, especially with 
engines outside the express links. 





660 THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


Victorian Government Railways 


THE operations of the Victorian Government Railways, 

framways and Road Motor Public Services for the 
year ended June 30, 1934, resulted in a deficit of £735,119 
after providing for interest charges and exchange on 
interest payments and redemption. For the previous year 
the corresponding deficit was £695,796. On the railways 
the actual earnings for the year under review were 
£9,040,687, a decrease of £269,646 in comparison with 
1932-33, but in addition the sum of £134,424 was received 
in respect of the loss on working certain lines. Railway 
net revenue, at £2,798,700, represented 3°69 per cent. 
on railway loans, as compared with a return of 3-88 per 
cent. in 1932-33. The Commissioners in their report point 
out that the continuance of the fall in revenue since 1928-29 
is largely due to low prices for primary products, 
diminished purchasing power, and to unregulated road 
services. In order to stem the drift the system of freight 
contracts at much reduced rates for the carriage of higher 
class goods to a large number of localities was extended, 
with the result of retaining or regaining a considerable 
amount of traffic. Substantial reductions in fares during 
the Easter holidays brought an increase in passengers but 
a loss in revenue. The experiment was considered to be 
responsible for the retention of traffic which would other- 
wise have been lost to the railways, and it is intended to 
repeat it. The reduction of 25 per cent. made in the 
freights upon wool from July 1, 1933, at the direction 
of the Government, whilst of benefit to the producers, did 
not secure more traffic, as a lesser percentage of the wool 
clip was hauled by the railways than in the preceding year. 
A decrease of £137,625 in railway working expenses was 
secured notwithstanding that awards of the Arbitration 
Court and Railways Classification Board increased th: 
wages of the staff by approximately £60,000. This reduc- 
tion was achieved only by rigidly curtailing expenditure 
in every direction, including the postponement of main- 
tenance work at the expense of future years. Attention is 
drawn to the inadequate provision made for depreciation 
accruing during the year, the amount provided being 
£151,000 only, as against the £630,000 estimated by a 
special committee of inquiry. A reduction of the railway 
capital is again advocated. There was a saving of £90,682 
in interest charges and exchange in respect of all services 
compared with the previous year. Some railway figures 
are given in the accompanying table : — , 


1933-34 1932-33 
\verage miles worked = os 4,721 4,721 
Train-miles Je ; 15,311,461 15,321,398 
Net earnings per train-mile 3s. 7-87d 3s. 9-93d. 
Passenger journeys .. 131,367,215 130,190,013 
Goods tonnage ae a ae 5,272,190 5,760,572 
Operating ratio, per cent. .. re 69-50 68 -96 
f £ 

3,502,513 3,561,588 
3,896,588 4,183,008 
9,175,111 9,446,121 
6,376,411 6,514,037 
2,798,700 2,932,084 
76,111,562 75,587,074 


Passenger revenue ‘ 
Goods and mineral revenue 
Total earnings 

Working expenses 

Net earnings re 
Capital expenditure 


Suburban passenger travel showed a slight improvement 
both in numbers and receipts, but in country passenger 
traffic there was a drop of 4:14 per cent. in numbers and 
5°09 per cent. in receipts, caused by the increase in private 
motor cars and the operations of unrestricted service cars. 
First class travel continues to decline. In goods traffic the 
principal deerease was in wheat, with a fall of 22:6 per 
cent. in tonnage and 24-9 per cent. in revenue due to a 
smaller harvest and an abnormally large carry-over at 
the end of the year. Wool rates, even with a 25 per cent. 
reduction, were undercut by road transport, which con- 
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tinued to compete intensively for higher class traffic. Live 
stock revenue, however, improved by £84,759 or 14:35 
per cent. 

Increases of train loads were authorised during the year 
on 66 sections, including the busy Ararat-Maroona-Geelong 
line (123 miles) on which it was found practicable to 
increase the through ruling grade loads for the various 
classes by up to 70 tons. The data collected in dyna- 
mometer car tests have shown that increased loads can 
be handled on heavy grades by the ‘‘ A’’ class loco- 
motives, a type which is utilised to a considerable extent 
on goods train haulage on all main lines. During the 
year the operation of the train control system was con- 
tinued with satisfactory results, and was extended for a 
distance of 74 miles between Birchip and Ouyen. As the 
result of an intensive study further improvements have 
been effected in the country passenger services. Welding 
of joints, of 110-Ib. and 100-Ib. rails, in the suburban area 
by the Thermit process has made further progress. 
Approximately 14 miles of single track were dealt with 
during the year. In addition, about 2 miles of single 
track—-80-lb. rails—on the Ballarat line were welded by 
this process, and the total completed at the end of the year 
was about 35 miles. An illustrated description of this 
work was given in THE RAILWAY GAZETTE of June 23, 
1933. Considerable attention has been given to increasing 
the horsepower of existing locomotives, and the modifica- 
tions made, particularly to front ends, have produced very 
satisfactory cumulative results, so that direct benefits are 
now being realised in the way of faster train running 
schedules and reduced engine requirement times. 


* * * * 
South Indian Railway 


Or behalf of the Government of India the South 
Indian Railway Company now works 2,228 miles 
of line, of which 599 miles are broad gauge, 1,530 
miles metre gauge and 99 miles narrow gauge. 
It also works 298 miles for other owners, making 
a total of 2,526 miles operated. A metre gauge main 
line runs from Madras on the east coast to Dhanush- 
kodi in the south, passing through Trichinopoly (the head- 
quarters), which is now connected with Madras by two 
routes. There is another southern metre gauge line from 
Trichinopoly to Tuticorin. The principal broad gauge 
route of 550 miles passes from Mangalore on the west 
coast through Erode and Salem to Jalarpet, whence there 
are running powers over the Madras & Southern Mahratta 
Railway into Madras. Connection with Ceylon is main- 
tained by steamers between Dhanushkodi and Talai- 
mannar. The report now issued, which covers the year 
ended March 31, 1934, shows that there was no line under 
construction during that period. Open line capital outlay, 
including suspense, amounted to Rs. 8,21,774, of which 
engineering works absorbed Rs. 7,75,194. The main 
items of expenditure were on remodelling of Trichinopoly 
Junction and Fort, Erode, Dindigul and other stations, 
rebuilding of bridges on the Villupuram-Trichinopoly 
Railway, &c. Outlay on rolling stock amounted to 
Rs. 13,19,220 and was mainly on the provision of 7 
multiple unit coaches, 8 bogie brake van and thirds, &c. 
Gross earnings for the year under review showed a net 
decrease of Rs. 13,13,671 or 2:59 per cent., compared 
with the previous year, and in working expenses there 
was a net increase of Rs. 2,56,751 or 0°91 per cent., SO 
that net earnings were lower by Rs. 15,70,422 or 6:95 
per cent. The company’s share of surplus profits Te- 
mitted to London amounted to Rs. 1,46,353, realising 
£10,995, as compared with Rs. 2,17,662 and £16,353 for 
1932-33. To stockholders the total distribution is 8 pe 
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cent. (41 per cent. from surplus profits and 3} per cent. 
from guaranteed interest), the same as for the fourteen 
preceding years. The accompanying table compares some 


operating figures: - 
1932-33 
51,997,426 


1933-34 
Passengers carried 51,725,348 
Public goe ds traffic, tons 2,686,181 2,619,814 

" pa ton-miles 340,566,366 335,264,304 
Average haul, miles. . Re ao 99 128 


Operating ratio, per ¢ ent, 57-39 55-40 
Rs. Rs. 
Passenger rec e1ipts 2,21,22,840 2,36, 1 1,81 9 
Public goods receipts 2,18,50,134 2,17,48,160 
Gross earnings 4,93,18,238 5,06,31,909 
Expenses : 2,83,05,963 2,80,49,212 
Net earnings is ae 2,10,12,275 2,25,82,697 


Under all classes of passengers there were decreases 
both in numbers and receipts except for an increase of 
2-45 per cent. in second-class numbers. Third-class pas- 
sengers contributed 99 per cent. of the total number 
carried and 94 per cent. of the total earnings from pas- 
sengers. In parcels receipts (Rs. 17,00,169) there was a 
decrease of Rs. 1,06,479. In goods traffic the commodities 
giving the principal increases both in tonnage and receipts 
were oil seeds, rice, salt and raw cotton. As com- 
pared with the previous year, there was a decrease of 
Rs. 5,33,672 under fuel and an increase of Rs. 7,35,026 
under other ordinary working expenses. 


* * * * 


London Life and Labour 


HAT the last forty years have seen a fundamental 
change in our industrial structure is generally recog- 
nised, but the extent and precise nature of the change is 
far from being so widely appreciated. In some measure 
this is due to the fact that adequate comparative data have 
not been readily available, and serious students of 
sociology have therefore reason to be grateful for the New 
Survey of London Life and Labour, set on foot in 1928 
on the initiative of the London School of Economics, of 
which we reviewed Volume 8 on October 5. The object 
was to follow the general scheme and methods of Charles 
Booth’s famous inquiry, the results of which were pub- 
lished between 1889 and 1903, with such changes as were 
necessitated by changes of circumstances. The endeavour 
is at once to present a comprehensive record of social and 
economic conditions in London to-day, and a comparison 
with those conditions which existed thirty or forty years 
ago. Without such volumes it would be difficult, if not 
impossible, to make such a comparison, as the changes 
in question are neither sudden nor associated with a par- 
ticular date, and therefore escape conventional statistics 
prepared each year or decade. The main influences which 
have worked the change of the past forty years have been 
world wide in their operation and in no way special to the 
London area; the incidence, however, of the operation of 
these forces on the industrial fortunes of a particular area 
such as that covered by the New Survey is necessarily 
allected by a number of special factors, geographical, his- 
torical and economic, peculiar to that area. For example, 
a mechanised industry is by no means always located in 
the same geographical area as the former craft which it 
displaces, but tends to gravitate to the area of greatest 
competitive advantage. (In point of fact, several London 
industries lag behind the provinces in their mechanical 
development.) Nevertheless, such special and local quali- 
fications do not prevent a true picture being obtained of 
general tendencies. 

Naturally the most striking changes which emerge are 
the fact and consequences of increasing mechanisation, to 
Which central influence most of the other characteristic 
developments of the period are seen to be more or less 
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closely related. Thus the growth of scale of the units of 
employment and their tendency to coalesce in amalgama- 
tions and combinations, the developmeni of mass produc 
tion, and the sub-division of labour, are the almost 
invariable concomitants and often the direct consequences 
of mechanical inventions. The opening up of new avenues 
for the industrial employment of women and girls is also 
closely connected with another aspect of mechanisation, 
which is wholly beneficial in character, namely, the 
lightening of physical toil and the elimination of specially 
exhausting, unhealthy or disagreeable tasks, now taken 
over by the machine. Incidentally, the whole of land 
transport is to a predominant extent a men’s industry— 
in 1931 the male proportion of insured workers was 96 per 
cent. Transport is affected both internally and externally 
by the progress of mechanisation—internally by the effect 
on its own structure, and externally through the consequent 
changes in the habits of producers and travellers who are 
its customers. Mechanisation of former handcrafts has 
been a material factor in the attraction of new industries 
in the outer belt of greater London, and similar forces 
have caused factory industries such as furniture or clock- 
making to move outwards from central London to the 
suburbs, or have caused old-established London industries 
to succumb to factory competition in the provinces or over- 
seas countries. The inner ring of London still remains, 
with its high rents and cramped spaces, a centre of rela- 
tively small-scale production. Improved transport facili- 
ties, shorter working hours, and higher wages have 
combined to widen the circle of dormitory suburbs and 
have resulted in an increased daily business passenger 
traffic of longer journeys than heretofore. 

The results of mechanisation on employment are more 
complex. Undoubtedly it had tended to smooth out fluc- 
tuations so as to make employment steadier, and it has 
also enabled hours of labour to be reduced. On the other 
hand, the immediate effect of rapid mechanical develop- 
ment has often been to narrow the field of employment 
for manual labour, and the possibilities of the displaced 
labour transferring itself to other industries are restricted 
in practice, not only by its imperfect mobility and adapt- 
ability, but also by many factors beyond its control which 
limit the absorbing capacity of those industries. It %s a 
matter of common knowledge that in recent years there 
has been a maladjustment between production and con- 
sumption in which mechanical developments have cer- 
tainly played a part, and which has shown itself in an 
increasing percentage of unemployment, now a much more 
important factor in London poverty than the evils of low 
wages. But if mechanisation has had a share in the causa- 
tion of unemployment, it has also had a powerful effect 
in diminishing one of the worst forms of under-employ- 
ment, namely, intermittent or casual labour. A _ good 
example of this is provided by the London omnibus staff. 
Formerly omnibus work ranked among the most unstable 
occupations, and forty years ago it was not uncommon for 
men to sleep out all night near a depot in hope of employ- 
ment. When the London Passenger Transport Board was 
formed the omnibus “ spare staff ’’ percentage had been 
reduced to 2 per cent., and a recent unemployment figure 
for bus and tram workers, despite seasonal variations in 
demand, was only 2-4 per cent. Altogether, we now have 
a working population which, so long as it is employed, 
obtains more purchasing power in return for exertions of 
shorter duration and on the whole less physically exacting 
and unpleasant, but perhaps at the same time more 
monotonous, than those of their predecessors of Charles 
Booth’s day, and subject often to a materially greater risk 
of unemployment. As has been pointed out repeatedly in 
our columns, mechanisation of industry is not a completed 
process, but is a force progressively -increasing overall 
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efficiency, that is, the ratios of output to input or expendi- 
ture of energy. This increased efficiency is measurable 
by the extent of unemployment, and if, as President 
Roosevelt did on Monday, we declare our refusal to admit 
of permanent unemployment as a necessary product of 
our high industrial efficiency, the alternative is to recog- 
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nise this unemployment as leisure derived from the inherit. 
ance of generations of pooled ingenuity and effort, In 
such event, the obvious course is to devise means whereby 
this leisure and the concomitant purchasing power may be 
distributed for the common good rather than remain a: 


tr1D : ‘ ; as an 
artificial drag upon the industrious and the efficient. 











LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


(The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents) 


Consumer Subsidy or National Dividend 


‘“ Audmarie,’’ Lowndes Avenue, 
Chesham, Bucks, October 19 
To THE Epiror oF THE Rattway GAZETTE 

Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. Jacklin, is right. It is 
encouraging to find such sane comment on financial and 
economic matters anywhere; especially so in a journal 
addressed to engineers. It is hardly possible that there has 
ever been a time when sane, clear thought was more needed, 
and when it was more noticeably absent. Platitudes from 
politicians, moralisings from economists, and pious hopes 
from bankers seem to be the best our ‘‘ leaders ’’ can offer. 
We see one of thé results in the present highly dangerous 
apathetic attitude of the mass of the people. 

For this reason alone one welcomes the clear-cut proposal— 
National Dividends for all. It is a just and a common sense 
way of getting the needed extra money into the people’s 
pockets. For obviously it must not be issued as increased 
wages or salaries or bigger profits, else the ultimate price will 
be increased and we shall be as we are now—faced with an 
ever-increasing power to make goods and an ever-decreasing 
ability to consume them. 

Here, Sir, are a few things which the issue of a National 
Dividend would achieve :— 

1. Abolish poverty 

2. Re-create individual responsibility and self respect. 

3. Destroy the demand for cheap, shoddy goods and allow our 
manufacturers to produce for “ service.’ 

4. Remove a large percentage of the causes of industrial disputes 

5. Make a bold contribution towards international peace 

There are other good results that will occur to your 
readers, but these alone would make the proposal one 
of paramount importance. Lest the sceptical should 
scoff, may I remind your readers that this is not the dream 
of a poet, but is based on the scientific research of an 
engineer. 

Yours faithfully, 
VICTOR G. MOON 


36, Hall Lane, Upminster, Essex. 
October 20 
To THE Epiror oF THe Rattway GazetTr 

Sir,—You certainly make a novel suggestion in the idea 
of a subsidy for consumers, and you are to be congratulated 
in really -putting forward something constructive. Of 
course this would mean more incomes in our pockets, and 
obviously the things are there ready to be sold, and these 
things are being destroyed because of over-production, or 
restricted because we can’t buy them. If we could have 
sufficient new money to balance what is now surplus there 
could be no question of inflation because the new money 
would be ‘‘ backed ’’ by things, and of course money can 
have no value apart from the things. In fact, it only 
seems to be a ticket to goods in the same way as a 
railway ticket is a ticket to services of the railway. The 
railways do not have ‘‘ surplus services’’ simply because 
they have no tickets to issue to applicants. If they run 
out of tickets they print more, and they don’t issue to 
passengerg more tickets than they can provide train services 
to satisfy, or ‘‘ back.’’ 

If what you call a national dividend is given to everybody 
we shall all be able to buy more things, then the shop- 
keepers will sell more, so they will order more from the 
manufacturers, and the latter would then make more things, 





and so require more employees. Then more people will 
use the railways, both for getting to business and for 
increased goods transport. This would mean higher earn- 
ings, so we poor shareholders would begin to get dividends, 
and perhaps see our depreciated stocks rise to parity. How 
very different to the policy of ‘‘ economy ’’ which means 
lower dividends and depreciating stocks with decreasing 
sales, and more unemployment. 

With many others I shall look forward to seeing some 
more common sense in your paper. 

Yours faithfully, 
'. H. STORY 


The First Sleeping Car 


Tisbury, Wilts, October 22 
To THE Epiror oF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 

Sir,—‘‘ Schlafwagen ’’ in your issue of October 19 asks 
if the Grand Junction Railway bed carriage was really a 
sleeping car. The answer is in the negative. The company’s 
regulations describe it as a compartment of the mail coach 
** convertible into a, bed carriage if required.”’ 

Slason Thompson’s ‘‘ Short History of the American 
Railways,’’ published in New York in 1925, gives 1836 as the 
date of the first sleeping car to be run in America. If this 
is correct, America was the pioneer of railway sleeping 
facilities. The paragraph (p. 141) is as follows:—‘‘ To the 
Cumberland Valley Railroad of Pennsylvania must be 
awarded the credit of installing the first sleeping car service 
between Harrisburg and Chambersburg as early as 1836 — 
then follows a description of the car similar to that given in 
your leading article of August 24. Thompson must be 
wrong with his date if, as you state, the line was not) open 
until November of 1837. 

Your obedient servant, 
REGINALD B. FELLOWS 


'The date of opening of the Cumberland Valley Railroad 
(which extended from Harrisburg to Chambersburg) 1s given 
as November, 1837, in the 1877-78 edition of Poor’s “ Rail- 
road Manual of the United States.’’ Although the company 
was incorporated on April 2, 1831, for a line from Harrisburg 
to Carlisle, Vernon’s ‘‘ American Railroad Manual ” of 
1873 explains that during the four succeeding youn Se" 
progress was made and that the Cumberland Valley — 
Company in 1835 secured a further act giving additiona 
time for completion of the works and also authorising an 
extension from Carlisle to Chambersburg. Our American 
contemporary the Railway Age published a letter in - 
issue of September 6, 1930, from the Publicity Manager a 
the Pennsylvania Railroad (in which the Cumberland Valley 
line is now included) which stated “‘ as a r sult of careful 
study and research, we have discovered that the first sleeping 
car in the United States was placed in service in 1837 on 
the Cumberland Valley Railroad between Chambersburg - 
Harrisburg .. . . the Cumberland Valley was opened in = 

_its management recognised the need for sleeping = 
facilities . . . . to accommodate the large number of travellers 
from the west who arrived in the evening en a ~ 
Philadelphia. We understand that quite a number ca 
ago the facts in regard to the construction and gene 
these early sleeping cars... . proved to be the ru od 
evidence in a suit for an infringement of patent wr 1 
Pullman Company and the Wagner Company. —Ep. #.G.} 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


British Standards Institution 
Handbook for 1933-34.—The British 
Standards Institution has issued its 
half-yearly handbook which includes 
the report presented at the last annual 
general meeting as well as the indexed 
list of current British Standard Specifi- 
cations. Copies are available from the 
British Standards Institution, 28, Vic- 
toria Street, London, S.W.1, 
ls. 2d. post free. 


Wirtschaftsfuhrung und Finanz- 
wesen der Deutschen Reichsbahn. 
(Economic Management and Financial 
System of the German State Railway 
Company.) Issued by the Central 
Administration of the Company. 11 in. 
x 8fin. 283 pp. 53 plates. (Berlin : 
Verkehrswissenschaftliche | Lehrmittel- 
gesellschaft m.b.h.). 15 marks.—This 
book justifies its title by presenting a 
detailed statement of the evolution and 
present working of the whole financial 
system of the German State Railway. 
Apart from its value as a record of fact 
and figures, this book serves a useful 
purpose in showing what is entailed by 
the services now rendered and the con- 
cessions already granted. A_ concise 
statement of the evolution of the present 
company from pre-war days, through 
the war period and the years of inflation 
and reparation difficulties, is followed 
by graphic and tabular demonstrations 
of the significance of the State Railway 
as the principal industrial concern of 
Germany, and in comparison with the 
tailway systems of the United States, 
France and Great Britain. Successive 
chapters are then devoted to a full 
explanation of the financial structure 
of the company, its departmental 
organisation and operation (from the 
economic standpoint), the statistical 
organisation, and the methods of costing 
and accountancy. Throughout, the 
value of the treatment is enhanced by 
the inclusion of representative data. 
Many of the charts are printed in 
colours, and the general -production is 
excellent. A bibliography is followed by 
a good index. 


Light Metals Review. (Vol. 1. 
No. 9.)—This issue of the Light Metals 
Review, which is published by the 
British Aluminium Co. Ltd., Adelaide 
House, King William Street, E.C.4, 
Is devoted to articles dealing with the 
use of light metals in railway work. 
By selecting and abstracting passages 
from the principal technical journals, 
the compilers have presented a very 
complete and authoritative survey of 
current practice in this direction, which 
8 excellently summed up and com- 
mented upon in the introductory re- 
marks to the various chapters. Loco- 
motive and rolling stock construction 
occupy the bulk of the volume and a 
humber of articles from THE RaILway 
GazeTTE and its Diesel Railway Traction 
Supplement are quoted or referred to, 
Patticularly in the pages dealing with 
the applications of aluminium to rail- 


price 





cars. Various miscellaneous uses of 
the metal are summed up in the con- 
cluding pages. Of these we have 
ourselves dealt with aluminium paint 
for goods wagons and aluminium foil 
for insulation, as well as with dining car 
furniture made from the metal, and 
readers of the Light Metals Review will 
find the substance of our remarks set 
out, together with the issues in which 
they appeared. A list of general articles 
on aluminium for railway service forms 
a useful bibliography to the study of this 
important subject and emphasises the 
scope of its applications. 

Winter Sunshine.—Terms for winter 
holidays at heme and abroad are shown 
in an illustrated handbook published by 
Thomas Cook & Son Ltd. Charges 
for week or fortnight visits to English, 
Welsh and Scottish resorts are based 
upon the prices of third class Summer 
tickets by rail from London, plus 
accommodation. Tours abroad are 
arranged to all the famous winter 
resorts of southern Europe, as well as 
to Northern Africa. Winter sports 
facilities in Switzerland provide for 
those in search of exercise as well as 
warmth. A section of the book is 
devoted to overseas holidays and world 
cruises. Particulars of tours to the 
U.S.S.R. appear in the guide, which 
also contains many pages of useful 
general information to intending travel- 
lers. 

The Federal Railway Land Sub- 
sidy Policy of Canada. By James B. 


Hedges. Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A.: 
Harvard University Press. London: 


Humphrey Milford, Oxford University 
Press. 5$in. x 8}fin. 151 pp. Price 
6s. 6d.—The granting of land to 
railway companies as a form of subsidy 
was a policy which had its inception in 
the United States in the middle of the 
nineteenth-century, and which was not 
adopted in Canada until 1872, when it 
was deemed desirable as a stimulus 
towards the construction of a_ trans- 
continental link. By that year, which 
saw the passing of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Act on June 14, the use made 
by certain railways in the U.S.A. of 
land thus acquired had caused resent- 
ment in some quarters, and the policy 
had been abandoned there in 1871. The 
transition of the land subsidy scheme 
from south to north of the frontier did 
not cause it to shed its potentialities as 
a source of friction, so that although the 
principal aim of this book is to present 
the economic aspects of land subsidies, 
the author gives in addition an illumi- 
nating outline of the political history 
behind an important phase of Canadian 
railway development. 

An account of the evolution of the 
policy and of the Canadian Pacific sub- 
sidy forms the backbone of the book, 
after which Mr. Hedges deals with the 
extension ot the plan to the many 
companies of slighter national signifi- 
cance projected in the early ‘eighties 
and which, as important agents of colo- 
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nisation, received the bounty of the 
Canadian Government. That confidence 
was in many cases abused and contracts 
broken is evident from this chapter, 
but the subsidy policy is not to be con- 
demned out of hand for later distortions 
of its original purpose, and the author 
presents the case with commendable 
impartiality. He concludes with an 
account of the various plans adopted by 
the railways for the utilisation of the 
lands thus allotted to them. Mr. 
Hedges’ book is a valuable addition to 
Canadian railway bibliography and 
presents an important and character- 
istic phase of the development of the 
principal companies in considerable 
detail. 

The Key to Quayside Transport.- 
Greenwood & Batley Limited, Albion 
Works, Leeds, sends an illustrated folder 
describing the Greenbat electric steve- 
dore. The trucks are specially designed 
for service under the arduous and awk- 
ward conditions frequently encountered 
on quaysides. Compact design and ease 
of manceuvre, combined with adequate 
power for long runs under heavy load, 
justify the description of ‘‘ the most 
capable and uncomplaining transport 
worker ’’ which has been applied to 
these adaptable vehicles. Greenbat 
trucks have been supplied to the railway 
companies for stevedoring service at 
Harwich, Hull, and Tilbury. 

Drop Forging Equipment.—Brett’s 
Patent Lifter Co. Ltd., Foleshill Works, 
Coventry, sends an illustrated folder 
emphasising the importance of drop 
forging equipment to the railway engin- 
eer. The hammers manufactured by 
the company are for use with electric, 
steam, or compressed air power and 
various representative types are shown. 
The large variety of drop forgings for 
rolling stock construction which appear 
in the brochure are conveniently grouped 
according to the size and production 
capacity of the hammer used in their 
manufacture. The adaptability of the 
latest type of instrument is convincingly 
demonstrated by illustrations of stamp- 
ings produced by its use, including 
camshafts turned out by means’ of 
multiple impression dies at an average 
rate of 240 in an 8-hr. day. 

Nibbling Shears and Punch.— 
Henry Pels & Co. Ltd., 32-38, Osna- 
burgh Street, N.W.1, sends an illus- 
trated folder describing type A.S. nib- 
bling shears and punch. The machine 
is made in three sizes and is particularly 
versatile in its functions. Complicated 
shapes, in addition to plain discs and 
rings, can be cut from anywhere in the 
sheet without pre-punching. With the 
addition of special tools, straight or 
curved ribbing and beading are provided 
for. By the use of interchangeable 
tools, the detachable downholder can 
also be used as a nibbling punch. An 
electric motor running at 1,400 r.p.m. 
drives the upper blade, the stroke of 
which can be adjusted to suit different 
types of material. A neat permanently 
guaranteed electrically-welded armour- 
plate frame provides an attractive and 
practical finish to the instrument. 
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THE SCRAP HEAP 


MORE HASTE LESS TIPS 

Magistrate, at Willesden: Don’t you 
get tips in addition to your wages? 

Underground Porter: Not in these 
days. The passengers all seem to be 
in too much of a hurry. 

* * * 

The Metropolitan Railway ticket re- 
produced below, recently issued by the 
London Passenger Transport Board, is 
evidence of the small 
passengers 


interesting 


number of first class 


requiring to travel from Praed Street 
to Royal Oak, changing at 


Edgware 





Road. The design is about 40 years 


old. Incidentally, the large over 
printed ‘‘ O”’’ indicated the outer rail 
of the Inner Circle and was used to 


prevent 
round the 


passengers ‘“‘ joy riding’’ all 
circle. Other overprints 
were ‘‘ I ’’ for inner rail, and ‘‘ E’’ for 
either; the last-named were applicable 
only to maximum journeys involving 
half the circumference of the circle, 
when direction was obviously im- 
material. 
* * a 

At the inquiry into the cause of a 

level-crossing accident on a dark night 


the railway watchman was _ put 
through a severe cross examination. 
In spite of repeated suggestions to 


the contrary, he stoutly maintained 
that he had waved his danger lamp 
at the approaching car just before it 


crashed into the gates. Subsequently 


he was congratulated by the railway 
company’s counsel on the way in which 
he had stuck to his guns. ‘‘ Aye,”’ 
said the old fellow, ‘‘ but it were a 
good thing he didn’t ask me if the 


lamp was lit!’’—Peter Simple in ‘* The 


Morning Post.”’ 
a * * 
‘ SALLY GO ROUND THE COUNTIES ”’ 
Between Paddington and Fishguard 
the Great Western Railway main line 
cuts across the boundary line of eleven 
counties no fewer than twenty-one 


times in the 261 miles’ journey. At 
Maidenhead, Goring, Cholsey, Shriven- 
ham, Rumney, and Loughor rivers 


mark the boundary, as does the middle 
of the Severn tunnel at its deepest 
point, 150 ft. below the surface. The 
54 miles spent in Glamorganshire, the 
longest the line is in any one county, 
contrasts strangely with the eleven 
crossings of the Carmarthenshire- 
Pembrokeshire boundary in six miles— 
twice, in fact, in less than ten yards 
at one point. The last of these cross- 


ings is at Clynderwen station where 
the boundary cuts diagonally through 
the station buildings, so that passengers 
in the waiting room have the privilege 
of choosing in which county they will 
wait for their train. 

* * * 

Damage to tracks and cars by hobos, 
reported from many parts of Russia, 
has moved the Council of the People’s 
Commissars and the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party to issue an 
order to imprison for six months all 
persons caught stealing rides on trains. 


Vagrants who deliberately damage 
railway property may be imprisoned 


} “ Railway Engi- 
neering and Maintenance.”’ 
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rIPPING THE GUARD 
Harold Begbie’s ‘‘ Life of William 
Booth ’’ records that the old General 
always tipped the driver of a train 
often in preference to the porter. He 
averred that the man who had charge 
of one’s life was more de ‘serving than 
the one who merely supe rintended one 's 
luggage.—John R. Blanshard in ‘ “ The 
Daily Mail.”’ 
* * * 
TREGENNA CASTLE HOTEL MUST Nol 
BE TAKEN AWAY 
An esteemed correspondent sends us 
the following as an example of a rail- 
way company’s humour. He writes: 
“At a large, well known and exceed- 
ingly popular railway hotel in Cornwall, 


all the books, newspapers, &c., are 
stamped :—‘ Tregenna Castle Hotel— 


NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY. 


THE MIDLAND GRAND, euxctis, LONDON, NW, 


nena GRAND on. Lonpon, N.W. 





Is one of the finest and largest hotels 
in the world. It is convemently situ- 
ated, being within a shilling cab fare of 
nearly all theatres and business and 
West End centres. ‘Buses to all parts 
every minute. 

Ladies’ and Fainily Coffee Room en 
suite with the Drawing, Reading, Writ 
ing and Music Rooms, open all the year 
round. 

Electric Light everywhere. 
Passenger Lifts 





Bedrooms, including eet = at- 
tendance, from . 6d. 
Breakfast, Table @ mee, an ex- 
cellent service, 8to 10.30a.m., 3.. 
Luncheon, Table d'Hote, served 
from 1 to 2.30 p. m., ° Ba. 
Dinner, Table d’ Hote, high class 
French cooking, 6.30to8p.m. 6s. 
English Home Dinner, served 
7ay6pm - - - 3s. 6d. 


WILLIAM TOWLE, 


Manager. 





Other Midland Railway Hotels under same Management : 


THE MIDLAND, BRADFORD. 


A mode! hotel. Adjoins the Midland 
Station in centre of Town. 


Restaurant, Café, Billiards. 
Light everywhere, Passenger Lift 


THE MIDLAND, DERBY. 


Convenient for visitors tothe picturesque 
Peak of Derbyshire. 


THE 


ADELPHI, LIVERPOOL, 


This hotel is one of the largest 
and most completely arranged 
establishments in Europe. h 

Telephone in every apart- ‘ 
ment, Electric Light every- 
where, quick Passenger Lift, 

Frec Library for Guests, Louis -. 
XV. Restaurant, for a la Carte, =; 
Finest French cooking. ’ 


Electric 








Tariff on Application. 
Telegraphic address to each 
hotel, “* MIDOTEL.”’ 


FORTY YEARS AGO—One 





THE QUEENS, LEEDS. 


Adjoining the Midland, North Eastern & 
London and North Western Stauons 
Private Coffee Rooms for Ladies and 

Families. Reading, Writing, Drawing, 

Billiard and Smoke Rooms 


THE MIDLAND, MORECAMBE, 


Convenient for Lake District, 
Golf and Teunis. 


























bE Rie “ ; 
Te ge Sets 
A india 





Apetrai Horetr, LIvERPOOL. 
The Hotel de luxe of the Nortb, 


of the former Midland Railway 


Company’s hotel advertisements, reproduced from an American 
travellers’ guide of 1894 
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OVERSEAS RAILWAY AFFAIRS 


(From our special correspondents) 


Staff re-grading 


in South Africa—Buenos Aires under- 


ground and street traffic Bill—Swiss week-end facilities 
—Long rails and track recorders in Egypt—Progress on 


the Lung-Hati 


main line extension—Roumanian State 


Railways’ road traffic monopoly 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Railway and Harbour Earnings 
Increase 

The earnings of both the railways 
and the harbours for the week ended 
September 22 were the highest recorded 
for four years, a result which points 
to the fact that trade _ generally 
throughout the country is expanding, 
especially as the week was in the 
between-season period, during which 
large earnings are not expected. Rail- 
way earnings totalled £535,115, an 1in- 
crease of £75,913 over the figure for 
the corresponding week last year. 
Passenger earnings were up by £7,000, 
goods by £51,000, coal by £11,000, 
miscellaneous by £4,000 and livestock 
by £2,000. Harbour earnings were 
£5,072 more than in the same week 
last year. The total earnings to date 
from April 1, 1934—the commencement 
of the financial year—are £12,461,248, 
as compared with £10,922,901 for the 
corresponding period in 1933. 


New Scheme of Grading Railway 
Employees 

A new system of grading employees 
of the Railways and Harbours Adminis- 
tration was outlined recently by Mr. 

Pirow, Minister of Railways, in a 
speech broadcast from Johannesburg. 
There were, he said, at the moment, 
35,137 graded posts, since the remain- 
ing 15,000 billets for labourers could 
not be counted as offering careers. In 
future there would be only three ways 
of entering them. Of the vacancies, 
68 per cent. would be filled by promo- 
tions from a special grade of European 
labourers. Clerical vacancies, amount- 
ing to 12 per cent. of the total, would 
be filled by applicants who passed a 
special examination similar to that pre- 
scribed for the Public Service. The 
remainder would be filled by appren- 
tices qualifying to be artisans and 
improvers. 

To enter the special grade of Euro 
pean labourers, applicants would have 
to be between 18 and 21 years of age, 
or, in the case of matriculated boys, 
between 18 and 22. They must all 
have passed Standard VI and would 
not be allowed to marry for three 
years. The salary at the start would 
be from 3s. 6d. to 5s. a day, and 
Privileges. In addition they would in 
time receive automatic preference for 
accommodation in hostels that would 


supply board and lodging for not more 
than £2 10s. a month. The number 
of special grade labourers would be res- 
tricted to 6.000. There were 2,000 
annual vacancies for the graded posts, 
so that they should be promoted in less 
than four years. The salaries for the 
graded posts were such that at the age 
of 26 they enabled a man to marry and 
to live reasonably well for his station 
in life. In addition to the special 
labourers, ordinary European labourers 
who passed a departmental test would 
be eligible for certain graded posts. 
Mr. Pirow suggested in conclusion that 
‘‘on the whole the Railways and 
Harbours Service offers to the average 
youth of the country, safe, if not spec- 
tacular, careers, combining a _ reason- 
able salary and an adequate pension 
with safety of tenure and insurance 
against illness and accident.’’ He also 
announced a number of alterations 
which will improve conditions of both 
the artisan and salaried staffs, and 
accelerate the rise in salary consider- 
ably. 


ARGENTINA 


Proposed Co-ordination of Buenos 
Aires Street Transport Services 
The Bill providing for the co-ordina- 

tion of the street passenger transport 

services in Buenos Aires, referred to in 

THe Rartway Gazette of April 20 and 

May 11, 1934, has now been approved 

by the Committee of Constitutional 

Affairs and Municipal Legislation of the 

Chamber of Deputies at a meeting 

which was attended by the Minister of 

the Interior (Dr. Leopoldo Melo) and 
the Lord Mayor of Buenos Aires (Dr. 

M. de Vedia y Mitre), both of whom 

supported the scheme, in regard to 

which they made one or two sugges- 
tions. Only the first two clauses of 
the measure to be submitted to the 

Chamber of Deputies were discussed on 

this occasion, but they embody the gist 

of the project, and are as follow :— 

(A) The Executive Power is hereby 
authorised to organise and constitute 
the Transport Corporation of the City 
of Buenos Aires, in accordance with the 
provisions of the present law. 

(B) The’ aforesaid Transportation 
Corporation shall combine under the 
same financial, administrative and tech- 
nical management all the existing 
means of passenger transport in the 
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City of Buenos Aires, as also the 
auxiliary services outside the city boun- 


daries, including the tramways (both 
surface and underground), omnibuses 


and small buses (‘‘ colectivos ’’); but 
excluding the railways, tourist services 
and those which are of a private and 
commercial character. 

As every scheme—and there have 
been several—yet put forward for the 
co-ordination of the city transport ser- 
vices has encountered the uncompro- 
mising opposition of the Buenos Aires 
Municipality and the owners of the 
small buses, backed up by _ the 
socialistic press, it may be taken for 
granted that the passage of the Bill 
through Congress will not be an entirely 
peaceful one, and it may undergo some 
pruning before it eventually becomes 
law. In view of its urgency, however, 
it is to be hoped that Parliament will 
give its sanction with as little delay 
as possible to a measure which is de- 
signed to eliminate the present ruinous 
competition and unnecessary duplica- 
tion of services, and thus solve a 
problem which is daily becoming more 
complicated. 


Diesel-Electric Traction on 
B.A. Western Railway 

The members of the River Plate 
Centre of the Institute of Transport 
and the Association of British Engi- 
neers were the guests of the Manage- 
ment of the B.A. Western Railway on 
September 22, the occasion being a trial 
trip in one of the company’s new diesel- 
electric articulated railcars from Plaza 
Once terminus, Buenos Aires, to Villa 
Luro, where a tour was made of the 
electric workshops, power house and 
school of instruction for motormen. 
The party were accompanied by Messrs. 
J. Wilson, O.B.E. (Traffic Manager), 
and Ratcliffe Wright (Chief a 
Engineer), who explained the technical 
details of the new vehicles. On both 
the outward and homeward journeys 
the smooth and easy running was 
highly praised by the visitors. On the 
return to Buenos Aires, the members 
of the party were entertained to tea 
in the company’s restaurant at Plaza 
Once. 


Railways Exempted from 
Petrol Tax 

According to a decree issued by the 
Ministry of Finance, the Argentine 
railways are exempted from the tax on 
imported petrol, provided this is in- 
tended exclusively for use by the com- 
panies. Some time ago, the B.A. & P. 
Railway claimed the reimbursement 
from the Government of various sums 
collected by the Customs authorities in 
the form of duty on imported petrol, 
on the ground that the Mitre Law ex 
plicitly exempted the railways from the 
payment of duties on all materials 
imported for purposes of operation or 
construction. The tax had also been 
collected from some of the other com 
panies, who paid it under protest. The 
question was submitted to the Govern 
ment’s legal advisers, and the Attorney- 
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General expressed the opinion that the 
levying of such duties on the railways 
was contrary to the provisions of the 
Mitre Law (No. 5315) as well as of Law 
No. 10657, and -legal effect has now 
been given to this view by the decree 
mentioned above, which stipulates, 
however, that the sums already col- 
lected in this way shall be refunded 
only in those cases where they have 
been paid under protest, this being in 
accordance with previous Government 
resolutions on this point, as well as 
rulings of the National Supreme Court. 


Record Pig Consignment on 
B.A. & P. Railway 

The B.A. & P. Railway recently trans- 
ported a consignment of 2,308 pigs of 
the Duroc Jersey breed from its Lapla- 
cette station to the Swift freezing estab- 
lishment at La Plata. The total live 
weight was 261,400 kg., and 15 double- 
tier and 10 single-tier cattle wagons 
were utilised for the purpose. The local 
agent of the Swift Company informed 
the Traffic Manager of the railway that 
this was the largest individual con- 
signment of pigs ever despatched, not 
only in Argentina, but anywhere 
else, thus constituting a world’s record. 


Materials for Argentine State 
Railways 

A message sent to Congress by the 
Argentine Government solicits autho- 
rity for the expenditure of the sum of 
$44,448,633 paper, or its equivalent in 
gold, on certain construction works and 
the purchase of materials for the State 
Railways. In addition to the above 
amount, a further sum of $5,000,000 is 
asked for the enlargement and improve- 
ment of the water installations in con- 
nection with the State Railways, in- 
cluding the construction of a number 
of dams and the alteration of some of 
the existing ones, as well as other com- 
plementary works in the Provinces of 
Salta, Santiago del Estero, San Juan 
and La Rioja, and the territories of 
the Chaco and Formosa. 


South American Centre of Loco- 
motive Engineers (London) : 
Annual Dinner 
This dinner was held in_ the 
restaurant of the B.A.G.S. Railway’s 
Plaza Constitucién terminus, Buenos 
Aires, on September 28. Mr. J. G. 
Mayne (a Director of Percy Grant & 
Company) presided, and there were 
about 100 present, the specially-invited 
guests being the following railway 
Managers: Messrs. Ronald Leslie 
(Central Argentine), C. A. Roberts 
(B.A. Western), M. F. Ryan (B.A. & 
Pacific), R. Stuart (B.A.G.S.), D. M. 
MacRae (Cordoba Central) and H. H. 
Grindley (Central of Uruguay). Mr. 
R. E. Kimberley (C.M.E., B.A. & 
Pacific Railway) proposed the toast of 
‘“ The Guests,’’ which was responded 
to by Mr. Leslie. The toast of ‘‘ The 
South American Centre of Locomotive 
Engineers ’’ was proposed by Mr. 
Grindley, who paid a tribute to the 
retiring Chairman (Mr. Mayne), to 
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whose indefatigable efforts the success 
of the centre was so largely due. In 
his reply, Mr. Mayne thanked all the 
members for the valuable support they 
had given him during his tenure of the 
chairmanship. 


Argentine Maize Crop 

The second official report issued by 
the Ministry of Agriculture at the end 
of September in regard to the 1933-34 
maize harvest estimates this. at 
5,901,000 tons. Although this figure 
is 401,000 tons higher than that given 
in the first estimate issued in April 
last and published in THE RatLway 
GAZETTE of May 18, it is the lowest 
recorded for several years. 


CHILE 


Increase of State Railway Rates 


Information from Santiago de Chile 
is to the effect that the Minister of 
Production has signed a decree autho- 
rising the raising of the passenger and 
freight tariffs on the Chilean State 
Railways. In the central and southern 
zones, the increase will amount to 15 
per cent., and to 20 per cent. in the 
northern zone, where the passenger 
traffic is not so great. The increased 
tariffs apply to all the railways within 
the national jurisdiction. 


INDIA 


Demand for More Statistical 
Details by Traders 

The Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce discussed the inadequacy of 
the statistical data published in 
administration reports Commercial 
interests often found it necessary to 
examine the density of traffic in specific 
commodities between certain points. 
Moreover, some of the details required 
to analyse railway rates were not avail- 
able to the public. The Chief Com- 
missioner gave the assurance that 
although the collection of statistics in- 
volved additional expenditure, such 
figures as would be of vital interest to 
trade and industry as well as_ those 
necessary to the study of the rating struc- 
ture would be revised and, if possible, 
made available to bona fide business 
men, provided that the expense was 
not exorbitant. He also undertook to 
see whether the number of commodities 
on which statistics of traffic were pub- 
lished could be increased. The Chiet 
Commissioner invited a detailed repre 
sentation on the subject of closer con- 
nection between the railway adminis- 
trations and the users of railway trans- 
port. 

In view of the progressive industriali- 
sation of Bengal, the chamber urged 
that special railway rates for indigenous 
manufactures should be provided. Sir 
Guthrie advised the chamber to ap- 
proach individual railways with specific 
proposals. He promised that the sub 
ject would be kept in view at the 
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revision of the rates policy. In regard 
to the chamber’s representation for a 
lower railway freight on cotton for the 
Bengal mills, Sir Guthrie promised to 
ask the G.I.P. to examine the question 
sympathetically. He advised the 
chamber to draw up a memorandum 
on the subject and to approach the 
railways concerned for the reduction 
required. The question of a zonal rate 
of freight for Calcutta and suburban 
stations was referred for discussion at 
the conference of Agents of different 
railways and the Presidents of the 
Chambers of Commerce. 


SWITZERLAND 


Week-end vice Winter Sports 
Tickets 

Special week-end, or Sunday tickets 
as they are called, are to be issued 
during the winter season, not only by 
the Federal Railways but also by most 
of the private railways, steamer com- 
panies and the Federal Postal Adminis- 
tration. These tickets, which came 
into force on Saturday, October 6, 
give the traveller the right to leave on 
the Saturday or Sunday and to return 
on the Sunday or Monday. A ticket 
purchased on a Saturday may not be 
used for the return journey on the 
same day, nor can the outward journey 
be started on a Monday. These week- 
end tickets are being issued instead of 
the former Winter Sports tickets; single 
fare is charged for the double journey. 
The supplementary tax for express 
trains must, however, be paid in re- 
spect of both journeys. These reduced 
rates for the week end will be available 
during the entire winter season up to 
April 14, 1935, for any journey under- 
taken in this country, but with a mini- 
mum fare (exclusive of express train 
taxes) of fr. 1.50 third class, except in 
the case ot journeys by postal car when 
it is fr. 2. Regulations governing the 
special facilities which will be granted 
over the Christmas and the New Year 
period will be published later. 


EGYPT 


Permanent Way and Interlocking 
Developments 

The Egyptian State Railways ere 
now experimenting with 36-metre 
(118-ft.) rails, in place of the standard 
12-m. (39-ft.) length, on a section of 
desert line used normally only by 
goods trains, between Tura and Moasla. 
The rails will be rolled in 18-m. lengths 
and electrically butt welded in pairs to 
forin 36-m. lengths between Jom. 
The effect of severely varying climatic 
conditions upon these rails will be 
ratched with interest. 
P i oe running on the Cairo- 
Alexandria line is to be equipped = 
a track depression indicator of - 
Stone-Cardew type illustrated and A 
scribed in THE RaILway GAZETTE . 
April 20 last. For some years past 


inks > alli, Kalai un satin satis. 



























































































































October 26, 1934 


excellent results have been obtained by 
the use of the Hallade track recorder, 
for detecting track irregularities, which 
have enabled a marked improvement 
to be made in track maintenance. 

Egyptian State Railways type key 
interlocking has recently replaced the 
List & Morse interlocking at El-Dabba, 
Shandawil, Abu-Shusha, Abu-Tisht and 
Faw on the Upper Egypt main line. 
Excursions to Unknown Destinations 

In view of the success attending the 
running of the seaside excursions be- 
tween Cairo and Alexandria during the 
summer, H.E. the General Manager 
has decided to run excursion trains 
from Cairo to unknown destinations 
during the winter months. A flat rate 
will be charged for all these excursions 
and the time of departure will be fixed, 
and will not be changed from week to 
week. Should the innovation prove 
successful, similar excursions will also 
be run from Alexandria. 


THE FAR EAST 


Lung-Hai Railway Express Service 
to Weinan 

The permanent girder bridge over 
the Yu Ho in eastern Shensi has now 
been completed, and from September 1, 
an express service was due to be in 
augurated to the present terminus at 
Weinan. The permanent way beyond 
Weinan and towards Sian is also now 
being laid. 


Lung-Hai and Tatung-Puchow 
Constructions 

The road bed and culverts of the 
Weinan-Sian extension of the Lung 
Hai Railway main line have been com- 
pleted. Meanwhile the Shansi Eco- 
nomic Reconstruction Committee has 
decided to float two loans of $2,600,000 
and $1,400,000 in the form of treasury 
notes partly to enable the Tatung 
Puchow Railway to be completed. 


Nanking Train Ferry 
Improvements 

To increase the capacity of the ferry, 
the Tientsin-Pukow Railway is arrany 
ing to work it for 20 hours a day with 
two shifts of labour. It is estimated 
that an increase of $700,000 annual 
revenue will result from this poilcy. 

The capacity of the Peiping-Hankow 
and Tientsin-Pukow railways is to be 
materially increased by the opening of 
new, and enlargement of several exist 
ing stations. 


Peiping-Mukden Railway 

The restoration of through traffic 
between Peiping and Mukden is now 
working smoothly. A derailment 
occurred in August in which two 
Coaches were overturned at Huang- 
kuteng, where the Peiping-Mukden 
and South Manchurian railways cross, 
but no unusual significance ‘attaches 
to this occurrence. The recognition of 
Manchoukuo by China is not to be in- 
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ferred from the restoration of through 
traffic, according to Chinese authority, 
but was due to economic necessity. It 
is anticipated that these improved 
traffic conditions will eventually lead 
to a revival in trade, and meanwhile 
from the viewpoint of the travelling 
public the renewal of through working 
is a considerable convenience. 
Peiping-Suiyuan Railway 

The Peiping-Suiyuan Railway, upon 
which there are many heavy gradients, 
was recently blocked for days and 
through traffic suspended, owing to 
large accumulations of mud washed 
down from the mountains and com- 
pletely burying the track. Trains from 
Paotou terminated at Chutseshan, and 
north-bound trains at Pingtitsuan. 


ITALY 


Summer Sunday Excursions in 
1934 

The State Railway administration has 
published the results of this year’s 
popular Sunday excursions. During 
the four months June-September 
1,046,144 tourists were carried by 
special trains, which numbered 1,187, 
and in addition 352 ordinary trains 
were utilised. During the same period 
in the preceding year 870,528 
passengers were carried in 1,064 special 
ind 245 ordinary trains. This con- 
siderable increase is the more remark- 
able if one considers the many tariff 
reductions of from 50 and 70 per cent. 
granted on longer period tickets for 
numerous festivities, exhibitions and 
special occasions, of which 1,268,797 
passengers availed themselves during 
the same period. 


British Railway and Tourist Repre- 
sentatives’ Tour of Italy 

At the invitation of ENIT, the Italian 
State Tourist Department, a party of 
representatives of the Southern Railway 
and of the leading tourist agencies in 
Great Britain recently made a tour of 
the Italian lakes and some of the most 
interesting towns of Italy. Major 
Stormont, the London representative 
of the Italian State Railways and of 
ENIT, was responsible for the idea and 
excellent organisation of the tour, which 
he conducted, and for which the State 
Railways placed a saloon at the dis 
posal of the party. Lavish hospitality 
was extended to the guests through- 
out the tour by the Government and 
Municipal authorities and the party 
was enabled to see the very moderate 
hotel tariffs and excellent transport 
services of the country. 


Steel Reorganisation 

Under the guidance of the National 
Institute of Industrial Reconstruction, 
and with the intervention of the An- 
saldo concern of Genoa and the Cogne 
Company, a new steel company, with 
a capital of £3,000,000, has been 
formed. The company is taking over 
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the Ansaldo steelworks at Cornigliano 
(near Genoa) as well as the iron ore 
mines and some of the steel works of 
the Cogne Company in the Val 
d’Aosta. The purpose of this scheme 
is to unite the purely productive enter- 
prises under one management and to 
allow the Ansaldo and Cogne Com- 
panies to devote themselves to manu- 
factured goods. The Ansaldo is one of 
the principal firms building rolling 
stock, electrical machinery, cranes, and 
ships. The Cogne concern has for 
many years specialised in tubes and 
particularly high pressure’ weldless 
tubes for hydro-electric power plants. 
The Chairman of the new company is 
Admiral Sirianni, who some time ago 
was appointed Chairman of the Cogne 
enterprise. Admiral Sirianni was for- 
merly Chief of the Naval Staff and 
later Under-Secretary of State for 
Naval Affairs. He enjoys a reputation 
as a high authority on_ technical 
matters and as an organiser. 


ROUMANIA 


Railways and Road Transport 


The Roumanian Government has 
just granted to the administration of 
the State Railways the exclusive right 
of operating all the regular passenger, 
mail, and goods services on the main 
roads throughout the country for a 
period of 20 years, after which the 
position will be reconsidered. 


New Lines 


According to a Department of Over- 
seas Trade Report upon Economic and 
Financial Conditions in Roumania, the 
administration of the State Railways 
is of opinion that it is of primary im- 
portance that the following new lines 
should be constructed or completed 
without delay :— 

(1) Ilva Mica to Vatra Dornei: con- 
necting Bucovina with the district of 
Maramuresh without passing through 
Poland and Czechoslovakia. An Act 
sanctioning this construction was 
passed in April last. 

(2) Caransebesh to Reshitza: a line 
which is of local importance to con- 
nect the Reshitza Works with a branch 
line leading towards the eastern dis- 
tricts. In April another Act was 
passed authorising the Reshitza Works 
to undertake the construction of this 
line, 39} kilometres long. 

(3) Targu-Jiu to Bumbesht and Livi- 
zeni: to afford direct communication 
between the coal mines of the Jiu 
Valley and Old Roumania. The con- 
struction of this line will probably be 
undertaken by the coal mining com- 
panies in the Jiu Valley district. 

(4) Curtea de Arges to Jiblea: to 
shorten the international western route 
via Decebal and Sibiu. 

A project is also under discussion 
between the Roumanian and Bulgarian 
authorities for the institution of a rail- 
way ferry service across the Danube 
from Ramadan (Giurgiu) in Roumania 
to Rusciuk in Bulgaria. 































ie 1913 the former London & South Western Railway 
established a depot at Exmouth Junction, near Exeter, 
for the manufacture of pre-cast concrete articles for 
general use throughout the system. Since the amalgama- 
tion, the application of such a method of manufacture 
has been widely extended and the depot enlarged, and a 
considerable number of new designs adopted. The 
products now made are widely used over the whole of the 
Southern Railway, and on the following pages we give 
illustrations of typical examples of the same, which vary 
from such small items as boundary posts to large single- 
storey buildings, and bridges. 

The yard in which these manufactures are carried out 
is fully equipped for the purpose. The materials used 
consist of screenings from Meldon quarry, which supplies 
most of the ballast requirements of the Southern Railway. 
The screenings are graded from }-in. to }-in. and sand 
from the River Taw is mixed with it. The usual pro- 
portions of the mixture are 2} parts of screenings to 
2 parts of sand to one part of Portland cement. Only 
in special circumstances is anything except ordinary Port- 
land cement used. The workmanship is excellent and the 
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CONCRETE ARTICLES FOR RAILWAY USE 


Some examples of the use of concrete in the Civil 
Engineer’s Department of the Southern Railway 


water content carefully controlled, a slump of 3-in. gener- 
ally giving the necessary consistency. The reinforcement 
used is ordinary round mild steel bar and various mesh 
fabrics, and the moulds are of well seasoned timber 
where necessary having the working faces lined with 
sheet steel. 

The output of Exmouth Junction depot includes all 
sorts of posts, including mile, gradient, cable, lamp, tele- 
graph, gate, and fencing posts, as well as various types 
of fencing itself; smali trestles or horses for carrying signal 
wires and point rods; pipes and troughing; platform 
walling of various sorts; concrete blocks; sectional foot- 
bridges (the longest so far erected is that at Seaton Junc 
tion, consisting of eight spans and having an overall 
length of 300 ft.); and buildings of sizes varying from 
fogmen’s shelters to large warehouses, ali standardised 
sections. 

We are indebted to Mr. George Ellsor , Wu 'ef Engineer 
of the Southern Railway, for permission to inspect this 
interesting depot, and to Mr. W. H. Shortt, Divisional 
Engineer, Western Division, for facilities .o take the photo- 
graphs reproduced on pages 669 to 672. 
















































HE development of railway nationalisation in Japan has 
led to the evolution of a decentralised system of ad- 
ministration, which is described in the report of the 

Japanese Government Railways for the year ended March 
31, 1933. The present Department of Railways is actually 
the older Railway Board under a new name, which it 
acquired on May 15, 1920, when it was created an inde- 
pendent department of the Central Government. Twelve 
years earlier, in December, 1908, the board had been 
formed to replace centralised control of railways under the 
Minister of Communications, a system found to be inade- 
quate when the Japanese private lines were nationalised. 
The decentralisation instituted at that time is the basis of 
the present system, the jurisdiction of which extends to 
supervising local railways and tramways and to acting as 
a medium for co-ordinating the operations of these con- 
cerns with those of the main State lines and shipping 
interests. 

The Department of Railways consists of a central office 
and six local regions, at Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, Moji, 
Sendai and Sapporo. The central office is itself sub- 
divided into nine sections, including separate bureaux for 
the control of railway operation, maintenance and con- 
struction, the granting of charters to local railways and 
tramways, financial matters and the purchase of materials, 
and tourist traffic. The last named department was 
formed in April, 1930, and is chiefly concerned with pro- 
paganda abroad to promote the Japanese tourist industry. 
A more recent addition to the central office is the Motor 
Traffic Section, which was incorporated in the Bureau of 
Traffic and Operation on October 15, 1933, and generaily 
supervises the operation of railway owned road services 
for passenger and freight transport. Each region is a self 
contained unit with a director responsible for conducting 
at his own discretion all the operations under his purview, 
and who refers to the central office only questions affecting 
railway policy as a whole. The departmental organisa- 






Railway Organisation in Japan 


tion of a region is similar to that of the central office, and 
it is again subdivided into districts, each with its own 
traffic and maintenance offices. 

Two further institutions connected with railway opera- 
tion remain to be mentioned. Both are advisory in fune- 
tion and are consulted by the Minister of Railways on 
certain questions of policy. The oldest established is the 
Railway Council, formed in July, 1922, of which the 
Minister is president. A revision of the regulations in 
January, 1932, compels the Minister to consult the 
council on certain matters connected with the autho- 
risation of local railway construction, or the absorption 
of local lines by the State. The selection of im- 
portant motor traffic routes to be operated by the 
State is a further question upon which the consent 
of the council must be obtained. The council consists of 
a chairman and thirty members, including certain govern- 
ment officials from other than railway departments, such 
as the Vice-Ministers of Home Affairs, Finance and War, 
Members of Parliament, and other persons of suitable 
experience appointed on the recommendation of the 
Minister of Railways. The second advisory body is the 
Commission of Tourist Industry, the duty of which is to 
examine questions of tourist policy submitted by the 
Minister of Railways and therefore may be considered as 
the directing organisation behind the tourist traffic depart- 
ment of the central office already mentioned. Its president 
is the Minister of Railways and it has sixty members, 
chosen from government officials, scholars and others pos- 
sessing appropriate qualifications. To judge by the repu- 
tation for efficiency enjoyed by the Japanese Government 
Railways, the danger of overcentralisation, to which such 
great and far-reaching concerns are subject, has been 
successfuily overcome by the organisation above described. 
Authority being widely delegated, it is possible to fix 
responsibility definitely, and by the same means individual 
initiative is encouraged. 
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Concrete footbridge and platform walling at 
Excter, showing detail of the platform sections 
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Left : Girder and landing sections 
for standard double line station 
footbridge 
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Illuminated station name board 


(double sided) 


Above : Group of small articles—boundary 
post, bridge number. gradient post, 
fencing post, flooring, mile post, per- 


manent way centre peg, and water trough 


Below: 45-ft. concrete lamp post. with 


concrete depot in background 











Above: Reinforced concrete panel fencing 


PRE-CAST CONCRET! ARTICLES 
(See article 
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Coal store with (right) interior view 


showing ribs to strengthen panels 


Below: Large warehouse at Exeter 
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Typica! sectional buildings. Above: Foreman’s office 


Right: Lamp room 


RUCTURES, SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


on page 66% 
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Left : Old masonry overbridge re- 

paired with pre-cast concrete 

rock-faced blocks to spandrels 
and parapet walls 





Right: Retaining wall at Exeter renewed with 
concrete block buttresses. Part of old stone wall 
on right 


Below: Concrete block walling at back of platform 
with concrete pale fencing above 
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PRE-CAST CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION, SOUTHERN RAILWAY 
(See article on page 668) 
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A NEW LIGHTWEIGHT WELDED WAGON 
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HE Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage Wagon & Finance 
Co. Ltd. has recently built a 20-ton steel wagon for 
operation on British railways which has been speci- 


ally designed for welded construction. The design has 
been registered under No. 795548. The accompanying 
photographs, taken from opposite ends of the wagon, 
clearly show the robust, clean lines and the possibilities of 
electric welding when applied to the building of rolling 
stock specially designed for the purpose. The tare weight 
of a wagon of the same dimensions of riveted construction 
built to R.C.H. drawings, with spoke wheels, is 10 tons, 
3 cwt. 2 qr., whilst the welded wagon weighs only 8 tons, 
10 cwt., when fitted with Taylor Brothers Lightweight 
wheels, a saving of 163 per cent. The wheels are respon- 
sible for 4 cwt. 3 qr. of the saving in weight, which gives 
a reduction of 1 ton, 8 cwt. 3 qr., for welded construction 
of the underframe and body. 
The leading dimensions are as follow :— 


Length inside ends ag as ne ~» on tt. 52m 
Width over side sheets ee ne a 8 ft. 0 in. 
Height from floor to capping ee ae 4 ft. 9} in 
Length over headstocks ay xs -. 21 i. 6in 
Length over buffers... os a .. 24 ft. 6in 
Wheelbase a a 7 a3 >» ee. Om. 
Diameter of wheels... a a oh 3 ft. 14 in. 
Buffer height .. ae i Py a 3 &: 5:in. 
Overall height (unloaded) i ae we 8 ft. 74 in 
Cubic capacity 820 cu. ft. 


A further saving in weight would have been possible 
but for the fact that it was necessary to adhere to Railway 
Clearing House standards for much of the underframe 
equipment. The draw and buffing gear, running gear and 
brake gear, are made to the standard drawings. The 
disposition and dimensions of the underframe members 
are as R.C.H. standard but electrically welded together, 
and knees are dispensed with. The floor plates are welded 
to the underframe and as all the joints are ,welded the 
thickness has been made *% in. The body side sheets 
m the quarters are bent to a radius at the bottom and 
atranged for welding to the floor plates immediately above 
the top flange of the solebars, thus giving rounded corners 
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LOAD 20 TONS 


at the floor to facilitate cleaning and to reduce the risk 
of corrosion. The side stanchions are made from U 
shaped pressings, are welded to the side plates and the 
underframe, thus forming box shaped members of consider- 
able strength. The fixed end of the wagon has been made 
as a single pressing having horizontal corrugations to 
transmit the end pressure to the sides, and end stanchions 
are dispensed with. 

In designing the door end of the wagon, particular 
attention was given to the provision of a door of great 


LOAD 20 TONS 
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Fixed end of wagon, showing corrugations which transmit 
pressure to the sides and replace stanchions 
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strength without excessive weight, as the doors receive 
severe punishment in service. The doors, with their hinge 
connections, have been made interchangeable with the 
R.C.H. standard, including the bottom fastenings. The 
side doors and connections have also been made inter- 
changeable with the R.C.H. pattern, and the form of 
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stiffening is arranged to suit the standa 
The present wagon has not been provid 
doors, but designs have been prepared fo 
these to wagons when required. 

The wagon has been approved by the Railway Clearing 
House and registered for service. ? 


spring stops, 
with bottom 
the fitting of 








REBUILT EIGHT-COUPLED TANK LOCOMOTIVES, 


G.W.R. 
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NUMBER of 2-8-0 tank locomotives of the type speci- 
ally designed for dealing with the South Wales coa! 
traffic from pit to port have recently been converted 

to the 2-8-2 type, having larger coal and water capacity 
to make them suitable for ordinary main line service, the 
falling off in the export coal trade having rendered them 
unnecessary for their orginal purpose. 
In addition to those shown on the diagram the leading 
dimensions of these engines are as follow: 
Cylinders (2) aa -. 19 in. dia 30 in. stroke 
Driving wheels 4 ft. 74 in. dia 
Total heating surface 1,670 sq. ft., of which 192 sq. ft. is 
contributed by the superheater 
20-6 sq. ft. 
200 Ib. per sq. in 
33,170 Ib. 
2,500 gallons 


Grate area.. 

oiler pressure 
Tractive effort 
Tank capacity 


Coal ss aa ss 6 tons. 
Total weight in working 
order 92 tons 12 cwt. 


As they appeared in their original form these loco- 
motives were numbered in the 5200 series, but as 
rebuilt their numbers run from 7200. The trailing radial 
truck is of standard G.W.R. design but with increased 








T-C 
TOTAL 92-!2 FULL 
73- EMPTY 





side play to facilitate the negotiation of sharp curves. 
The total length of the rebuilt engines over buffers 1s 
44 ft. 10 in., and they are thus the longest tank engines 
on the Great Western Railway. 





RoApD COMMISSIONERS’ WARNING TO CAR OWNERS.— 
In the East Midland Area, the Commissioners point 
out that, in view of the fears which have from time to 
time been expressed that the 1930 Act would mean stagna- 
tion in the omnibus and coaching industry and that enter- 
prise would be stifled, it is interesting to record an average 
of two applications received in their offices on every day 
of the year for new services. They also note that there 
is still some illegal operation of private cars for the pur- 
pose of carrying persons from their homes to their work 
and to seaside resorts and it is hoped that the efforts of 
their officers in the detection of the offence and the pub- 
licity given when a prosecution is undertaken will mate- 
rially reduce this class of illicit traffic. Warnings have 
been issued to advertisers who invite reac+rs to apply for 
empty seats ’’ in private cars going to seaside. 
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THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


RAILWAYS AND 
ROAD TRANSPORT SECTION 


This section appears at four-weekly intervals 


Third Annual Reports of Traffic 


Commissioners 


HE third annual reports of the Area Traffic Commis- 
sioners review the work accomplished by them during 
the year ended March 31, 1934, and also include 

certain statistical data covering the twelve months ended 
December 31, 1933. The statistics show that at the end 
of 1933 there were 5,834 persons carrying on the business 
of operating public service vehicles (inclusive of persons 
operating summer services only), a decrease of 473 as 
compared with the previous year. Of these, 2,535 own 
only one vehicle and 1,155 only two vehicles, while, for 
the first time, there is now one operator owning over 
5,000 vehicles. Altogether, the operators own 45,135 
vehicles, a reduction of 1,323 compared with 1932. Not- 
withstanding this decrease, the number of passenger 
journeys increased from  5,344,900,000 in 1932 to 
5,418,300,000 in 1933, due largely to increased carryings 
by local authorities. The figures also show that the total 
passenger receipts declined from £58,207,546 in 1932 to 
£57,916,846 in 1933, and the vehicle mileage from 1,323-7 
millions to 1,309°8 millions in the same period. The 
average receipts a vehicle mile increased from 10-61d. in 
1932 to 10:67d. in 1933, but the average receipts a pas- 
senger journey declined from 2-61d. in 1932 to 2:57d. for 
the year under review. 

An examination of the various classes of passenger 
journey receipts shows that the principal decrease occurred 
in connection with ‘‘ ordinary express services ’’ under 
which head the receipts, excluding those of local authori- 
ties, dropped from £3,395,424 in 1932 to £2,650,958 last 
year. Further, the average receipt a passenger journey 





for this class of travel dropped from 42-36d. in 1932 to 
37:76d. in 1933, and the average receipt a vehicle mile 
decreased from 10-64d. to 969d. Several of the Area 
Commissioners remark in their reports that this decrease 
is due primarily to the success which attended the intro- 
duction by the railway companies of Summer tickets as 
from May 1, 1933, and their continuance throughout the 
remainder of the year. 

A perusal of the various reports reveals clearly the con- 
tinued tendency of operators to enter into agreements and 
joint working arrangements by means of which they are 
able to remove anomalies in fares, adjust timetables and 
eliminate waste mileage. This steady progress in co-ordina- 
tion is as much in the interests of the travelling public as 
of the operators. 

In connection with the co-ordination of road and rail 
services, the Yorkshire Area Commissioners comment with 
satisfaction on the fact that they received applications from 
cleven large operators, including corporations, for permis- 
sion to operate road services which were to be run in 
conjunction with railway excursion trains. All these appli- 
cations were granted, subject to certain conditions as to 
routes and fares, and a somewhat similar arrangement was 
made in the Northern Traffic Area. Apart from these 
instances, however, there is, unfortunately, little indica- 
tion of any progress towards the elimination of the present 
wasteful competition between road and rail which the 
Royal Commission on Transport had in mind when it 
visualised the introduction of a properly correlated and 
co-ordinated system of transpert. With the steady reduc- 
tion in the number of road passenger operators, however, 
the prospects of co-ordination with the railway servwices 
in the national interests will doubtless become more 
promising. 


—— tS ¥al | 
a. 2 =e 


Included in the Karrier exhibit at the forthcoming Motor Show in Glasgow will be a Cob Six tractor similar 
fo that shown above. It can deal with 6-ton loads, has a turning circle of 19 ft. and the coupling and uncoupling 


'$ automati:. rendering it unnecessary for the driver to leave his seat. 


motor deveioning 44 b.h.p., and a four-speed gear box. 


filcors of the Principality type 


It is fitted with a 1,944-c.c. four-cylinder 
The trailers are of welded steel and fitted with rolling 
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Railways and Road Transport Section 


Some Aspects of the Work 


STUDY of the individual reports from the various 
A areas seems to bear out a statement by the Com- 

missioners for the Eastern Area that ‘‘ the general 
standard of maintenance of public service vehicles con- 
tinues to improve, but there is room for considerable 
improvement in the maintenance of vehicles owned by 
some small operators.’ In that area there were 2,234 
vehicles licensed and it was found necessary to issue 303 
suspensions of vehicles found to be operating in an unfit 
condition. Although that showed a decrease of 18 per 
cent. over the previous year, it is disquieting. The ex- 
perience appears to be very much the same in other areas, 
thus completely justifying the work of the examiners. 

In most of the areas, too, it was found necessary to 
institute iegal proceedings in respect of breaches of the 
Act or the regulations and while a good many might 
perhaps be described as technical offences, the fact that 
convictions were secured in all but very few cases indi- 
cates that they were regarded seriously by the magistrates. 
Several of the reports point out that operators still do 
not seem aware of their obligation to report accidents. In 
the East Midland report it is noted that ‘‘ in one case 
a wheel came off .a vehicle while on service and it was 
not appreciated that the Commissioners were interested.”’ 

There are several references to difficulties in arranging 
stopping places, but it is rather surprising that compara- 
tively little is to be found regarding stations. The public 
service vehicle station at Keswick has, it is stated, con- 
siderably simplified the traffic problems of the local 
authority during a heavy traffic season. The traffic con- 
gestion in the city of Carlisle has been a matter of con- 
cern for some time and the Ribble Motor Services Limited 
has purchased a site on which it is proposed to erect a 
station. The station at Derby, which is considered to 
be one of the finest in the country, with shops, café, 
parcel offices, waiting and staff rooms, and the head- 
quarters of the Trent Motor Traction Co. Ltd., has been 
opened and a tariff drawn up for the use of the station 


by other operators. The extensions to the station at 
Alfreton are also noted, and reference is made to the 
proposal to erect a municipal station at Northampton 
having been abandoned in favour of a station to be erected 
by the United Counties Omnibus Co. Ltd. 


Road Services in Nigeria 

F ROM the report on the Government Railway in Nigeria 

for the year ending March 31 of this year it appears 

that the road feeder services in the north of the 
country continue to show progress in the fulfilment of 
their purpose. They are operated by 1}-ton and 2-ton 
lorries, hauling 3-ton trailers, and they ran 250,696 miles 
during the twelve months, the operating details for this 
and the previous year being shown in the following 
table : — 


1932-33 1933-34 
Net ton-miles .. me = 525,359 694,399 
Earnings a re ate £15,278 {17,488 
Expenditure .. % - £14,770 £15,929 
Tonnage carried > “a 11,472 "12,183 
Earnings per ton-mile a 6-97d 6-04d. 
Costs per ton-mile.. ig 6-75d 5-29d. 
Vehicle miles sh 244,434 250,696 
Earnings per vehicle-mile 15-00d 16-74d. 
Cost per vehicle-mile .. 14-50d 14-64d 
Passengers carried ae : 3,275 3,562 


It may be pointed out that the cost per vehicle mile 
is made up as follows: Superintendence and office, 2-02d.; 
drivers, booking and transportation clerks, 2-06d.; fuel, 
including cost of rail transport, 3°37d.; tyres, 0°39d.; 
maintenance and repairs, 4°89d.; medical services, provi- 
dent fund, pensions, and gratuities, 1-91d.: Total, 14°64d. 

It is estimated that a substantial sum per annum could 
be saved in operating were all the petrol engines of the 
lorries replaced by heavy-oil diesel engines. It is pro- 
posed to make a commencement of the conversion during 
the 1934-35 period. Incidentally, it is interesting to notice 
that, while the cost per mile of drivers and clerks has 
increased from the 1928-29 figure of 1:97d., the cost of 
tyres has declined from 1-53d. 





This Albion maximum load lorry is fitted with a Gardner heavy oil engine and weighs under 4 


ns unladen. 


Since the meximum legal load for four-wheeled vehicles is 12 tons, this, after making allowance for spare wheel. 


driver and mate, petrol, water and tool kit, leaves over 74 tons for pay-load 
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H.E.H. the Nizam’s State Railway Road Services 


Success of the extended services, especially in and around Hyderabad. 


Details of a complete year’s working under normal conditions 


HE annual administration report of the Nizam’s State 
Railway—for the year ending March 31, 1934—was 
dealt with in an editorial in the September 28 issue 

of THE Raitway GAZETTE, and the road services operated 
by the railway administration were therein stated to have 
shown a return of 10 per cent. on the capital outlay. The 
following are details of this interesting and remunerative 
pioneer experiment by an Indian railway in road opera- 
tion, the figures being for the first complete year of 
working. 

During this period the route mileage of the road 
mechanical transport services was increased from 283-7 
miles to 594-5 miles. The fleet of 27 Albion buses of the 
previous year was strengthened by the addition of 10 Ley- 
land 32-seat buses, described in THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 
of December 22, 1933, 6 Ford 15-seaters, 6 Ford 24-seaters 
and a parcel van. The total capital cost of these additions 
amounted to Rs. 2°85 lakhs. The capital outlay on road 
services on March 31, 1934, stood at Rs. 7:47 lakhs as 
compared with Rs. 4:19 lakhs at the close of the previous 
year. 





Particulars of Various Types of Bus 

The 10 Leylands for the suburban services in Hyderabad 
City and on the Hyderabad-Secunderabad route, have 
proved an unqualified success. The average earnings of 
each of these 32-seaters is about Rs. 80 a day. They are 
a distinct advance on any vehicle so far run in the State. 

The 15-seat Fords with standard chassis were pur- 
chased for use on routes where traffic is light and for 
special hire. We are informed that they are not particu 
larly economical for vehicles of such small carrying 
capacity. The 24-seat Fords have specially extended 
chassis to accommodate the larger bodies. They were 
purchased by way of experiment and their operation is 


er 
— . 


I es. 


One of the fleet of 27 Albion buses which have been working 

so successfully for more than two years on the co-ordinated 

road and rail services linking up outlying places with the 
principal towns in the Hyderabad State 


being carefully watched. It appears probable that another 
type of chassis for a 24-seat body for district use may 
have to be introduced. 


Details of the Year’s Working 
The year’s working may be considered very satisfactory 
and fully justifies the expansion under contemplation for 
1934-35. Railway bus services are growing in favour in 
Hyderabad and its suburbs, and also in the districts, and 
there is evidence that the public appreciates the regularity 
of service, fixed fares and comfortable vehicles. ’ 





One of the ten 32-seaters. with all-metal bodies, by the Birmingham Railway Carriage & Wagon Co. Ltd.. 
mounied on Leyland Lion chassis, which have proved so successful during the past year on services in 
and around Hyderabad city 
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An experimental parcels service between Hyderabad and 
Nalginda, started on December 1, 1933, has not been a 
success so far. It takes some time for the public to appre- 
ciate innovations of this description, but if satisfactory 
arrangements for through booking with the railway can 
be devised, there is a likelihood of the service paying its 
way and being extended to other sections. 

The working results of the road motor transport services 
for 1933-34 and 1932-33 are compared below :— 


1932-33 1933-34 


Koute mileage, open = am me 283-7 594-5 
Capital outlay (including suspense) Ks. 4,19,473 7,47,125 
No. of passenger buses in service a 27 48 
No. of parcel vans and goods lorries - 2 
fotal number of seats... Ye 648 1,178 


2,68,727 
1,477,907 
2,83,822 


5,48,403 
3,397,077 
5,75,781 


Earnings from passengers carried Rs... 
No. of passengers carried — ia 
Total gross earnings 7” vies... 
Ordinary working expenses (excluding 
contribution to depreciation fund) Rs. 
Total working expenses (including con- 
tribution to depreciation fund) Rs. 


2,08,476 4,07,936 


247,932 5,00,947 


Operating ratio per cent. 87 «36 87-00 
Net earnings - a a 35,890 74,834 
Percentage of nett earnings on capital 

outlay (including suspense) 8-56 10-0 
Total bus miles 671,104 1,257,375 


Passenger miles (approx.) 9,686,421 19,468,747 


Passenger earnings per passenger mile 


pies 5°33 5:41 
Gross earnings per bus mile se 81-20 87-90 
\verage lead of a passenger . miles 6-55 5-73 
No. of gallons of petrol consumed by 
buses (traffic service) a ae 51,564 113,057 
Gallons of petrol consumed per 100 bus 
miles (traffic service) fe on 7-68 8-99 
Total number of staff... AP Me 166 307 
Total cost of staff iat = Rs 81,656 1,35,002 


During the year a survey was made of the various roads 


in the State with a view to examining the possibilities of 
the development of the road motor transport services 
throughout the H.E.H. Nizam’s dominions. 


The Effect of Road Transport on the Railway 

It will be interesting to conclude the review of the opera- 
tion of the road transport services with a study of the 
passenger traffic of the Nizam’s State Railway during the 
year_1933-34. The number of passengers originating on 
the line fell by 9°9 per cent. on the broad gauge and by 
9-2 per cent. on the metre gauge. Passenger miles 
increased by 1-2 per cent. on the broad gauge, but fell 
by 7:4 per cent. on the metre gauge. The passenger 
earnings recorded an increase of Rs. 31,000 or 1 per cent. 
on the broad gauge, and a fall of Rs. 2,11,000 or 7-4 per 
cent. on the metre gauge. Excluding suburban traffic, 
the passenger earnings showed a rise of Rs. 52,000 or 
1:7 per cent. on the broad gauge as compared with a 
decrease of Rs. 1,87,000 or 69 per cent. on the metre 
gauge. The total coaching earnings of the system fell by 
Rs. 1,51,000, the metre gauge recording a decrease of 
Rs. 2,25,000, mainly in passenger traffic, and the broad 
gauge an increase of Rs. 74,000. The total number of 
passengers carried on the system fell by 818,000 or about 
9 per cent., but the suburban traffic alone covered over 
60 per cent. of this fall. Since the inauguration of the road 
motor services of the railway there has been a gradual 
decline in the traffic offering on the suburban railway 
service. There seems to be no doubt that the road services 
have attracted a substantial portion of the traffic previously 
carried by rail. In view of the facilities offered to the 
public by the railway-operated motor transport in the 
suburban area, the question of the curtailment of suburban 
railway service is receiving consideration. 


Using Railway Bridges as Roads 


SOMEWHAT novel procedure has been adopted to 
A secure an additional highway from Canada into the 

United States without a large expenditure. There is 
a single line of the New York Central line across the two 
branches of the St. Lawrence river between Roosevelt- 
town, N.Y., and Cornwall, Ont., and owing to the decline 
of the railway traffic over this branch it was suggested that 
the two bridges should be adapted to take motor traffic 
and a charge made for their use. The diagram which we 
reproduce, by the courtesy of Railway Age, indicates how 
the road surface was made up to rail level. Old 60-Ib. rails 
were laid on their sides against the through rails to form 
flangeways, and 8-in. by 8-in. creosoted guard timbers, 
set on 4-in. by 8-in. blocks and bolted to the deck ties, 
were provided on each side of the roadway to keep 
vehicles a safe distance from the truss members or from 
accidentally running off the deck. As a further safeguard, 
pipe railings, 36-in. high and faced with 2-in. chain link 





wire fencing were provided along both sides of the bridges 
on top of the guard timbers. Between the bridges a 
highway has been made, paved with asphalt, generally 
at a lower level than the railway track, and each bridge 
is joined by an easy gradient. 

To permit the combination of highway and rail traffic 
a co-ordinated system of highway gates and train signals 
has been arranged. There are only two passenger and 
one goods trains each way daily and speeds have been 
restricted to 10 m.p.h. It may be added that the bridge 
over the North channel of the St. Lawrence includes a 
drawbridge which is opened from twenty to thirty times 
a day to permit vessels to pass. Formerly the drawbridge 
remained open and was only closed to allow the passage 
of trains. Now it is normally closed and only opened 
when a vessel requires it. There is a distance of about 
14 miles between the two bridges and it is estimated that 
more than 100,000 vehicles will use this route during a year. 





2’mesh chain link fence No 6 























| copper bearing wire —— 
Diagram showing the method | 2’pipe railing posts 9:0 | 
adopted by the New York Central re 4Sianes 
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Transporting Railway Trucks by Road 


An Italian system which has been developed to 
provide door to door transport for larger loads 
than are suitable for the usual types of containers 


OME few weeks ago the residents of Rome were a little 
surprised to see railway trucks being hauled through 
the streets. It was an experiment of the Italian 

State Railways to ascertain what practical use could be 
made of a trolley which had been specially devised for 
this purpose. The results were, in fact, so satisfactory 
that the railways administration has now placed orders 
for a number of these trolleys. 

In general appearance these vehicles bear a resembiance 
to those developed by the German State Railway for a 
similar purpose. Like them they have sixteen wheels 
all of which are made to steer, but there are differences 
in the method of controlling the wheels. 

The Italian trolley consists of a frame fitted with rails 
on which any normal gauge truck can be carried, the total 
loaded weight, including the trolley which weighs 8 tons, 
being limited to 35 tons. The frame rests on 16 wheels 
with semi-pneumatic tyres. The drawbar of the trolley 
is connected with a steering gear which acts, by means of 
an arrangement of chains and levers, on the axles of the 
wheels so as to enable the loaded vehicle to make its way 
round narrow street curves. An inclined detachable ramp 
is used to enable the truck to ascend and descend from and 
to the permanent rail. Once fixed in position the trolley 
is hauled by a lorry or a tractor. 


Truck or Container ? 

The idea represents an evolution of the container system 
of transport which has been developed to a very consider- 
able extent in Italy, as described in an article in Tui 
RaiLway Gazette of July 6, 1934. There are no loadin: 
or unloading operations necessary as in the case of con- 
tainers, as the trolley is driven into the goods yard and 
picks up the truck after it has been shunted off the goods 
train. It is stated that the cost of a trolley is lower than 
that of three containers generally loaded on one flat truck, 
and the tare of containers plus that of the flat truck is 
considerably higher than that of a goods truck of 17 tons 
load capacity which is 10 tons. Particularly in Italy 





It is interesting to compare this view of the Italian trplley 
with that of the German design illustrated on the next page. 
One outstanding difference is that the Italian scheme has a 


frame which is continuous from one end of the trolley to 


the other, whereas the German one is made up of two trucks 
joined by an adjustable bar 





In this view is seen a railway covered wagon mounted on one of the trolleys evolved by the Italian State Railway 


for conveying railway vehicles from the siding to the destination of the goods 
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where there is only one main railway system and where 
all the services are in consequence centralised in one goods 
station, the new system appears particularly adapted. 
Factories are built mostly at the periphery of the towns 
and usually within a convenient distance from the goods 
station to facilitate their connection by private sidings, 
but there are some works where that is not possible and 
the railway adminstration is preparing a special tariff for 
the transport of trucks by this system to secure for them 
house to house delivery. 


Success of German Plan 


It may be added that the German trolleys have carried 
occasionally eight-wheeled wagons, weighing up to 60 tons, 
in Berlin and other towns and up to the present about 
2,500 wagons have been transported in this way. Ten of 
the vehicles are in use and in four different towns there 
are regular services, representing nine different consignees. 
The trolleys have also been used for other heavy and bulky 
loads, and the spreading of the weight over so many 
wheels means that there is no damage to the roads. 

An article giving some details of the German design 
was given in THE RAILWAY GAZETTE of November 24, 
1933, and there was included a diagram showing the way 
in which the whole of the sixteen wheels were inter- 
connected so that every one assumes a position tangential! 
to circles struck from a common centre. It may also be 
recalled that the German idea is to back the trolley up to 
a ramp so that the railway truck can run directly from 
and to the permanent rails. The two parts of the German 
trolley are adjusted so that the wheels of the railway truck 
rest between the axle-lines of the road wheels, and, of 
course, the steering of the two units is interconnected. 





{ view from above of the German trolley. 
called that this is really two bogies which can be adjusted 
as to the distance from each other by a coupling bar 


It may be re- 








LEYLAND ARGENTINE AGENCY.—Owing to increasing 
business A. G. Pruden & Co., of Buenos Aires, who fo1 
a long period have held the Leyland agency for the Argen- 
tine, have removed from their old address at 333, Calle 
Peru, 335, Buenos Aires, to more commodious premises 
at Calle Bouchard, 680, Buenos Aires. 

‘““ TRANSPORT EFFiciency.’’—In their endeavour to 
offer users of their vehicles a complete service, Morris 
Commercial Cars Limited have started a monthly maga- 
zine bearing the above title. |The articles in the first 
number include one of Efficient Driving Schedules, another 
on Frame Design and some notes on a simplified record 
form to comply with the new regulations. There is also 
a page of running hints, illustrated by photographs, those 
in this issue dealing with the cleaning of the oil filter. 

No “ OFFICIAL RECORD FormMs.—The Minister of 
Transport has been informed that certain unauthorised 
persons representing themselves as officials of the Ministry 
have called upon firms and examined the records which 
are kept in connection with the operation of goods vehicles. 
Iv is stated that in one case a firm was induced to purchase 
what was described as the ‘‘ official edition ’’ of record 
forms issued by the Ministry. 

The Minister wishes it to be known that 

(1) There is no “‘ official edition ’’ of record forms issued 
either by the Ministry or by anyone else; 

(2) Apart from the Police the only persons authorised 


”” 


to examine records are the Certifying Officers and 
Examiners on the staff of the various Licensing 


Authorities; 

(3) Every Certifying Officer and Examiner is supplied 
with a warrant card certifying that he has been appointed 
as such; 

(4) Operators of goods vehicles should, in their own 
interests, request any person describing himself either as 


a Certifying Officer or as an Examiner to produce his 
warrant card before allowing him access to records. 


RoapD Motor SERVICES IN NEW ZEALAND.—In_ the 
annual report of the New Zealand Government Railway 
for the year ending on March 31 last, it is noted that 
while the revenue increased from £78,644 to £79,184, the 
expenditure decreased trom £78,123 to £76,816. Those 
figures are given after interest has been debited on the 
capital invested in the services and allowance made for 
depreciation on vehicles and plant. The total passenger 
journeys were 2,783,184 as compared with 2,740,263 for 
the previous year. It is noted that as a result of investiga- 
tions it was decided to withdraw the mixed trains between 
Waipahi and Edievale and operate the passenger busi- 
ness with a bus. In four months it earned a revenue ol 
£306 and there was a loss of £43 but as the initial ex- 
penditure included such charges as £30 for the freight of 
the bus, the results are considered satisfactory. 


Roap VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS.—A return issued by the 
Ministry of Transport states that the gross amount Te 
ceived in payment for licences issued during the nine 
months ended August 31, 1934, was £29,304,918, com- 
pared with £26,237,731 in the corresponding period of the 
previous year. 

The total number of mechanically-propelled road 
vehicles registered for the first time in August, 1934, was 
19,523 compared with 17,442 in August, 1933, the figures 
for the several classes being : — 


Aug., 1934 Aug., 1933 
Cars taxed on horse-power. . - 10,797 9,711 
Cycles .. — a oo wa 2 7 2,786 
Hackney vehicles... 55 " 8 292 
Goods vehicles ve at S ‘577 4,027 
Other vehicles ot a F 626 
19 17,442 
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PERSONAL 


RaiLway COMPANIES’ Goops 
MANAGERS’ CONFERENCE 

At a meeting of the Railway Com- 
panies’ Goods Managers’ Conference 
held on October 18, Mr. Geoffrey 
Marshall, Goods Manager, Southern 
Area, L.N.E.R., was unanimously 
elected Chairman of the Conference for 
the year 1935. 

At the monthly meeting of the 
General Managers of the Irish railways, 
held at the Irish Railway Clearing 
House on October 16, Mr. W. F. 
Minnis, General Manager of the Belfast 
and County Down Railway, was unani- 
mously elected Chairman of the 
General Managers’ Committee for the 
year 1935. 

From the London Gazette, of Octo- 
ber 16, 1934:—-Regular Army Reserve 
of Officers, General List, Railway 
Branch, Colonel A. H. C. Trench, 
C.I.E., (Major on retired pay) to be 
Lieutenant-Colonel, June 28, 1933, with 
seniority, February 9, 1932. [Colonel 
Trench is one of the Ministry of Trans 
port Inspecting Officers of Railways. 


We regret to record the death, on 
October 19, of Mr. S. H. Hunt, C.B.E., 
formerly Vice-President of the L.M.S.R. 
Mr. Hunt joined the Goods Department 
of the L.N.W.R. at Liverpool in 1880. 
In 1896 he was appointed Goods Agent 
at Canada Dock, and shortly afterwards 
became Chief Clerk to the District 
Goods Manager at Liverpool. Two 
years later he filled the position of 
Assistant District Traffic Superinten 
dent at Lancaster. In February, 1902, 
Mr. Hunt was brought to London as 
Assistant District Traffic Superinten 
dent; in the following year he went 
to Garston Docks as Traffic Superin 
tendent. When, in 1910, the company 
established a new Commercial Depart 
ment, Mr. Hunt was again transferred 
to London as Chief of the Buying and 
Sales Department, receiving the title 
of Assistant to General Manager. Soon 
after the outbreak of the war, Mr. Hunt 
accompanied the late Sir Guy Calthrop 
to France on an inquiry in connection 
with the Red Cross Society, and later 
he was selected to go with Sir Francis 
Dent, General Manager, South Eastern 
« Chatham Railway, to Egypt, and 
Salonica on another important mission. 
When the late Sir Guy Calthrop was 
Invited by Government to under 
take the dificult task of Coal Con 
troller, Mr. Hunt and Sir Richard 
Redmayne were called upon to act as 
his Chief A-sistants. In 1919 Mr. 
Hunt becam: Chief Goods Manager, 
L.N.W.R., hich appointment he 





retained both after the amalgamation 
with the L. & Y. and also on the forma 
tion of the L.M.S.R. It was in 1920 
that he was made a C.B.E. He was 
Chairman of the 
Conference of the Railway Clearing 
House for 1924, and in the following 
year was selected to be one of the four 
Vice-Presidents of the L.M.S.R., the 
position from which he retired at the 
end of 1928. 






Elliott 
The late Mr. S. H. Hunt, C.B.E.. 


Vice-President, L.M.S.R., 1925-28 


| {dt Fry 


The funeral service was held at 
Queen’s Road Methodist Church, 
Watford, and the interment took place 
at Vicarage Road Cemetery, Watford, 
on October 22. 

In addition to the relatives and 
friends who included: 

Mr. Edgar S. Hunt (son), Mr. Arthur Marriott 
(son-in-law), Mr. Stanley Hunt (nephew), 
Mr. J. Pike, Mr. F. Fred Gee, Mr. R. Pike, 
Mr. G. Chadwick, Mr. R. Hunt, Mr. S. Hunt, 
Mr. Alexander Spencer (Chairman of George 
Spencer Moulton & Co.), Mr. W. Guest and 
Mr. P. Pike. 
there were present: 

L.M.S.R.—Messrs. E. J. H. Lemon, Vice 
President, John Quirey and G. R. Smith, 
Assistant Secretary (representing Sir Josiah 
Stamp, President and Mr. O. Glynne Roberts, 
Secretary Mr. Ashton Davies, Chief Commer- 
cial Manager; Mr. S. E. Parkhouse, Assistant 
to Chief Operating Manager (representing 
Mr. C. R. Byrom and staff); Messrs. T. E. 
Argile, Assistant Chief Commercial Manager ; 
A. W. Barratt, Assistant to Chiet Commercial 
Manager; D. C. MeCulloch, an Assistant to 
Chief Commercial Manager; G. H. Loftus 
Allen, Advertising and Publicity Assistant to 
Chief Commercial Manager; T. A. Moffett 
and H. W. Phillips, Sales Assistants to Chief 
Commercial Manager; C. H. Pemberton and 
D. S.- Inman, Chief Commercial. Manager’s 
Office: W. Hanlon, an Assistant to Chief 
Commercial Manager ; H. W.. Faircloth, 
Road Transport Assistant to Chief Operating 
Manager; G. W. Barris, A. J. Forshew, and 
H. M. Haywood, Chief Operating Manager’s 
Office; W. R. Jones, Divisional Signal and 


Goods Managers’ 





lelegraph Superintendent, Manchester; C. 
Clark, Chief Operating Manager’s Office, 
Euston; A. Harding, Chief Commercial 
Manager’s Office; A. L. Castleman, District 
Goods Manager, London; S. Roberts, District 
Goods Manager, Wolverhampton ; LE.  <, 
Brittlebank, Assistant District Goods Manager, 
London; W. O. Davies, Assistant to District 
Goods Manager, London; H. Paris, District 
Goods Manager’s Office, London ; E. Wharton, 
Mineral Manager; A. W. Norman, Assistant 
Chief Stores Superintendent (representing Mr. 
S. J. Symes, Chief Stores Superintendent) ; 
John Shearman, Road Motor Engineer, and 
A. H. Stevens, Lighting Department. 

Retired Officers of the L.N.W.R. and L.M.S.R. 

Messrs. John Quirey, Vice-President ; W. H. 
Williams, Permanent-Way Engineer, Crewe ; 
H. Goulborn, Assistant Superintendent of the 
Line, L.N.W.R.; F. Hare, Trade Advertis 
ing Assistant; E. M. Brough, Claims Assist- 
ant; E. H. Davies, Assistant Chief Goods 
Manager; F. A. Sargent, District Goods 
Manager, London ; H. J. Guest, Chief Commer 
cial Manager; A. Bb. Seymour, Expenditure 
Otfice, L.N.W.R.;  H. Griffiths, Lancaster 


District Pratt Superintendent's — Office ; 
Koberts, Lancaster; J. Pike, Commercial 
Manager ; J. F. Gee, Chiet Accountant ; 


H. Marriott, Assistant to General Manager 
(also presided at the organ). 

\lso Messrs. F. W. Lampitt, representing 
G.W.R. Chief Goods Manager; P. H. Price, 
Secretary, Railway Clearing House ; and E. A. 
Clear, late of Great Central Railway, President 
of Retired Railway Officers Association. 

Also Messrs. E. G. Garstang, Manager, Goole 
Steamshipping Company, Goole; Wallace 
Spiers, Wallace Spiers & Co., also representing 
coal trade interests; and A. J. Malacrida and 
P. F. Pike, representing Imperial Chemical 
Industries. The Old Lancastrians’ Association 
Was also represented, 

It is with regret that we note the 
death, on October 20, of Sir John Aird, 
Bart., at the age of 72. Sir John was 
the last senior partner, and was grand- 
son of the founder, of the well known 
engineering firm of John Aird & Com- 
pany before its dissolution about®1911. 
Among the railways constructed by 
Airds were the St. John’s Wood exten- 
sion of the Metropolitan; the Hull & 
Barnsley, now a part of the L.N.E.R.; 
and the West Highland section of that 
group. The best known works carried 
out by the firm were the Aswan and 
Asyut dams on the Nile. Sir John held 
the rank of Major (retired) in the 
Engineer and Railway Staff Corps. 

With regret we record the recent 
death of Mr. John Powell, until 1924 
Divisional Superintendent, Swansea, 
G.W.R. Mr. Powell joined the Great 
Western in 1873, and, after gaining 
wide experience in both passenger and 
goods working, was transferred to the 
Divisional Superintendent’s office at 
Chester in 1880. From 1882 onwards he 
was city agent at Chester for a num 
ber of years and then, returning to the 
Divisional Superintendent’s office, was 
subsequently appointed senior relief 
clerk in 1894, and Chief Clerk in 1905. 
Mr. Powell was promoted to be Assis- 
tant Divisional Superintendent, Swan- 
sea, in 1914, and from 1919-20 was 
Superintendent of the Pontypool Road 
Division. His appointment in a similar 
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dated from 
from this he 


capacity at Swansea 
January 1, 1921, and 
retired in 1924. 


Mr. Ernest Cooper, who has been 


General Manager of the Anglo- 
Argentine Tramways, Buenos Aires, 


since 1932, retired from that position 
at the end of September, having been 
appointed a Member of the Local 
Board of Directors. Consequent on 
Mr. Cooper's retirement from the 
Management, the administration of the 
company has been undertaken’ by 
Messrs. Marino Jalikis and Bernardo 
Laurel as Joint Managers. 


Mr. Cooper was born near Buenos 
Aires in 1876, and educated in that 


Mr. Ernest Cooper, 


Appointed a Member ofgthe Local Board, 
nglo-Argentine Tramways 

city and in Germany. He joined the 
company as Secretary in 1905, occupy- 
ing successively the posts of Sub- 
Manager, Operating Manager, Acting 
General Manager, and finally Manager. 
Prior to joining Anglo-Argentine Tram- 
ways, Mr. Cooper was for 10 years on 
the staff of the Central Argentine Rail- 
way, where he rose from clerk in the 
General Manager’s office to Assistant to 
the Secretary of the Local Board. <A 
notable tribute to Mr. Cooper’s energy 
and abilities, and the valuable services 
he has rendered to the company for so 
many years, was paid by Mr. B. H. 
Binder, who presided at the annual 
meeting of the company in July last. 


Mr. Jalikis began his preliminary 
training in the Chief Mechanical En- 
gineer’s Department of the Central Ar- 
gentine Railway in Rosario in 1895. 
Two years later he was given a position 
in the drawing office of the Chief En- 
gineer’s Department, B.A.G.S. Railway, 
and was subsequently transferred to 
the Maintenance Office, where he re- 
mained until 1904. He then resigned 
to take up the position of Assistant 
Secretary of the Associated Tramways 
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Company of Buenos Aires. In 1909 
this concern was merged in the Anglo- 


Argentine Tramways Company, and 


Mr. Jalikis remained in a similar posi- 
tion with the latter company, being 
General 
1933 he became Com- 
post he now 


subsequently 

Secretary. In 
mercial Manager, the 
relinquishes to become Joint Manager. 


promoted to 


Mr. Laurel was born in Buenos Aires 


in 1883, and graduated in science from 
the University in that city in 1904. 


In 1905 he was appointed Chief of the 
Ways and Structures Department of 
where he 
From 1910 to 
1922 he acted as Inspector General of 


the Transandine Railway, 
remained until 1909. 


Railways under the Argentine Govern- 





Vr. Marino Jalikis. 


Appointed Joint Manager, 

Anglo-Argentine Tramways 
ment, during which period he organised 
the Municipal Fiscalisation Office, of 
which he was Chief until 1915. In 
1923 he joined the Anglo-Argentine 
Tramways as Chief Engineer, and was 
appointed Technical: Manager in 1926. 
He served on the International Arbi- 
tration Award Commission appointed 
to inquire into the apportionment of 
traffic between the two sections of the 
Transandine Railway. From 1912 to 
1914 he acted as Professor of Railway 
Operation in the Buenos Aires and La 
Plata Universities, and from 1909 to 
1911 was a Professor in the National 
Industrial College. He is the author 
of various articles and treatises on rail- 


way bridge construction and _ other 
technical subjects. 
Mr. C. Mitsuchi, the Japanese 


Minister of Railways, has resigned, and 
his place has been taken by Mr. 
Uchida. 

It is with regret that we have to 
report the death in Buenos Aires on 
September 28, at the age of 58, of Mr. 
Cuthbert Tempest Alt, who for many 
years filled responsible positions on 
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Argentine and Uruguayan railways 
Mr. Alt, who was born in the Province 
of Entre Rios (Argentina), joined the 
B.A.G.S. Railway in 1893, but after- 
wards transferred to the old Bahia 
Blanca and North-Western Railway, of 
which he became Traffic Inspector, In 
1896 he returned to the B.A.GS. as 
Assistant Engineer on the construction 


of the Neuquen line. He subsequently 


entered the service of the Central 
Uruguay Railway, as an _ Assistant 


Engineer, eventually becoming General 
Traffic Superintendent. In 1907 he re- 
turned to Argentina, and was appointed 
General Manager of the Central of 
Chubut Railway, holding in conjunction 
with this post that of British Vice- 
Consul at Port Madryn. Finally, he 





Vr. Bernardo Laurel. 


Appointed Joint Manager, 
Anglo-Argentine Tramways 
was appointed Manager of Stores and 
Supplies with the Argentine State 
Railways. 


INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY CONGRESS 
ASSOCIATION : PERMANENT COMMISSION 

Details of the meeting of the Per- 
manent Commission of the Interna- 
tional Railway Congress Association, 
held in Brussels on July 7 last under 
the Chairmanship of M. Rulot, the 
President, have just been issued. On 
opening the meeting, M. Rulot paid a 
tribute to the memory of four members 
of the Permanent Commission, whose 
deaths had occurred since the previous 
meeting on July 29, 1933: 

Lord Churchill, Chairman of the board of 
directors, Great Western Railway, Pre sident of 
the London Session, 1925, and life member ; 

Sir Frederick Palmer, who esented the 
Government of India ; 

Youssef Risgallah Bev, Gene 
the Cairo Session, in 1933 ; - -al 

M. Molle, Technical Secretar) he Genera 
Manager of the Belgian Nat Railways 
Company. 


M. Rulot also recalled that Mr. 
Griolet, former Vice-President of the 
Board of Directors of the French 


ral Secretary ol 





i ine 
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Northern Railway and last survivor of 
the promoters of the Association, 
recently passed away in his 92nd year. 

The meeting then elected the follow- 
ing as members of the Permanent 
Commission : 

Mr. Le Besnerais, Manager, Traffic and Work- 
ing, Northern Railway, France. 

Mr. Boutet, General Manager, Railways and 
Roads, Ministry of Public Works, France. 

Mr. Mugniot, General Manager, P.L.M. Ry. 

Mr. Otto Senn, Ministerial Councillor, General 
Manager of the Austrian Federal Railways. 

Mr. Wang, Representative of the Chinese 
Ministry of Railways in London, : 

Mr. Kawai, Manager of the Berlin Office of 
the Japanese Government Railways, 

Mr. Bauer, Manager, Alsace-Lorraine Rys. 

Mr. Ramallo, Director of the Institute for 
Transport Economics, Ministry of Public 
Works, Argentina, and ; ae ; 

Mr. Djouritchitch, Assistant Minister of 
Communications, Kingdom of Jugoslavia, who 
respectively take the places of Messrs. Javary, 
Grimpret, Margot, de Samarjay, Woo, Ogura, 
Fontaneilles, Castello, and Knejevitch, resigned. 

The following were also elected mem- 
bers of the Permanent Commission :— 

Mr. G. Jadot, Manager, Financial Depart- 
ment, Belgian National Railways Company, 

Sir Hugh Hannay, Agent, East Indian Rail 
way, and 

Mr. E. Thomas, Deputy General Manager, 
Egyptian State Railways, who replace Mr. Molle, 
Sir Frederick Palmer, and Youssef Bey res 
pectively. ; : 

A new mandate of members of the 
Permanent Commission was also con- 
ferred on Mr. Kittel, Reichsbahn- 
direktor, Mitglied der Hauptverwaltung, 
German State Railway. 

The meeting finally elected Mr. Le 
Besnerais as member of the Executive 
Committee of the Association, as 
successor to Mr. Javary. The meet- 
ing also noted with pleasure that Sir 
Evelyn Cecil, a Director of the 
Southern Railway and member of the 
Executive Committee of the Associa- 
tion, had been made a Peer of the 
Realm as Lord Rockley. 

Mr. A. W. Arthurton, whose retire- 
ment from the position of Secretary, 
British Railways Press Bureau, was re- 
corded in our issue of October 5, was 
last week the recipient of a presenta- 
sar B. 
tion from the Publicity Officers of the 
British railways and their assistants. 
A further presentation was made by 
the members of the sub-committee of 
the Railway Newsletter, with whom he 
has worked for the last five years. 








60 YEARS A SEASON TicKET HOLDER. 
—Last week the London Midland & 
Scottish R iilway received the following 
letter from a correspondent, who has 
held, without any break, a_ season 
ticket for over 60 years. 

‘In September, 1874, when I was a 
small boy I had a season ticket from 
Hampstead Heath station on the North 
London Railway to Broad Street. 

“ This was when I went to the City 
of London School. Since that date T 
have without any break held a season 
ticket between the same stations and 
am still travelling to Broad Street. 

_ It struck me that this must be a 
bit of a record, as I am not very old 
‘ven now, and hope to continue my 
travelling for some time to come.” — 
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The Technique of Railway Publicity 


Sir Robert Horne, Chairman of the 
Great Western Railway Company, pre- 
sided over the opening meeting of the 
G.W.R. Lecture and Debating Society’s 
session at Paddington’ station § on 
October 18, when Mr. G. E. Orton, 
Commercial Assistant to the Super- 
intendent of the Line, gave a paper 
on railway publicity. There was a 
large audience, including a number of 
the company’s chief officers. In open- 
ing the meeting, the chairman said the 
speaker’s experience made him 
excellently qualified to deal with the 
subject they had met to discuss. 

Mr. Orton said the problem of rail- 
way publicity was different from, and 
more difficult than, most other 
publicity problems because of its many- 
sided character. Not every facility 
could be advertised. It was necessary 
to select and emphasise the most 
attractive items. Excursions especially 
must be brought to the notice of the 
public, and this particular section of 
railway publicity absorbed nearly 50 
per cent. of the company’s press adver- 
tising. 

Announcements of special trips, 
approximately 25,000 each year on the 
G.W.R., were made week by week 
throughout the system in about 250 
llewspapers. When excursion adver- 
tising had been provided for, it was 
necessary to make the best possible use, 
in various forms of general advertising, 
of the balance of expenditure avail- 
able. 

Train service; specific holiday 
territory; special facilities, such as 
season tickets, the conveyance of 
luggage, parcels, dogs, bicycles, and 
motorcars; air services; docks services; 
and the infinite variety of facilities for 
the conveyance and delivery of freight; 
were some of the items embraced in 
general railway advertising. 

The speaker referred to prestige 
advertising, that is, advertising de- 
signed to draw favourable attention to 
railway travel in general. Develop- 
ments in recent years which deserved 
public appreciation were the provision 
of streamlined railcars, long-bar buffet 
cars, railway air services, safety 
appliances (including track circuiting, 
automatic signalling, and so on). In 
all these innovations and developments 
the Great Western Railway had taken 
a foremost part. Prestige advertising 
was, however, expensive, and careful 
regard had to be paid to the factor of 
cost. 

‘‘ Why not advertise the safety factor 
in railway travel? ’’ asked the speaker. 
Safety had always been taboo in 
railway advertising because of the 
element of superstition. Only one 
passenger had been fatally injured in 
a train accident on the Great Western 
Railway since 1916. That wonderful 
record of safety should, the lecturer 
thought, be brought prominently to 
the notice of the public, and super- 





stitious fear be discarded. | Why not 
adopt a slogan: ‘‘ It’s safer and quicker 
by rail! ’’? 

The development of joint press adver- 
tising between the four main line rail- 
ways was referred to. This, which was 
first adopted on the suggestion of the 
G.W.R., was now extensively and effec- 
tively used. Mr. Orton spoke of 
‘“ Holiday Haunts ’’ and other travel 
books, and quoted statistics showing 
the enormous number of illustrated 
folders, handbills of various kinds, and 
restaurant car menu cards that were 
distributed each year. On the subject 
of pictorial posters, he said the public 
had been educated to expect these 
works of art at the stations. He 
thought railway posters had un- 
doubtedly been helpful in building up 
the reputations of certain holiday areas 
and resorts. : 


Modern Developments in 
Advertising 

In recent years the raiiways had 
broken away from conventional designs, 
and had employed artists to produce 
fine examples of modern poster art, and 
others who had given point to railway 
facilities by treating them in a 
humorous way. Hand-written posters 
had also been used extensively. By 
originality of colour and design, and 
bold lettering, these had been made 
most effective selling agents. Other 
aspects of the publicity department’s 
activities were the loan of lantern 
slides, town office window displays, dis- 
tribution of advertising material and 
poster boards to outlying positions, and 
the preparation of special literature for 
circulation abroad. 

The speaker stressed the value of 
swift and accurate answers to® public 
inquiries, and said that from January 
to October of this year no fewer than 
50,000 postal inquiries were dealt with 
by the company’s public information 
bureau, and during the week preceding 
August Bank Holiday 12,300 telephone 
calls were satisfactorily answered. 
Another useful side of railway publicity 
was represented by the press bureau, 
which placed at the disposal of the 
newspapers of the country interesting 
stories and photographs which had 
news value. 

After the lecture, an illuminating 
series of lantern slides and a short film 
of Great Western interest were dis- 
played on the screen. An interesting 
general discussion was contributed to 
by Sir Robert Horne, who, in moving 
a vote of thanks to the _ speaker, 
emphasised the advertising value of 
good service. That was one of the 
best of all forms of advertisement, and 
it was one in which every member of 
the staff could take his part. By 
doing their daily work up to the best 
Great Western standard, the company’s 
employees were giving an advertising 
display more telling in the end than 
any other form of publicity. 
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New Lamp for Locomotive Headlights 


An interesting new electric lamp for 
locomotive headlights has, we under 
stand, been giving very satisfactory 
results in service trials. The intensity 
of the beam from the headlight is sub- 
stantially increased and the lamp can 
be focussed with the greatest of ease. 

rhe new lamp has been patented by 
J. Stone & Co. Ltd. of Deptford, who 
developed it in conjunction with the 
Osram lamp works of the General 
Electric Co. Ltd., whose patent ‘‘ coiled- 


coil’? principle is incorporated. It 
will be seen from the illustrations 
below, that the filament of the new 
lamp, compared with that of the ordi- 
nary grouped filament lamp, is exceed- 
ingly compact, almost a point source 
of light, and practically the whole of 
the filament can be brought into optical 
focus in the parabolic reflector of the 
headlight. The grouped-filament lamp, 
on the other hand, cannot be properly 
focussed. Only a portion of the fila- 





~ October 26, 1934 





t 
+++ 
t 


3FT 2FT FT A 





FT 2FT 
CENTRE OF BEAM ™ 
Light intensity curves of locomotive 
headlight lamps. A is that for the 
Tonum C. C. lamp, and B that for a 

normal lamp with group filament 


ment can be brought into optical focus 
and never the whole of the filament 
at one setting. 

The accompanying curve shows the 
beam intensities obtained at 75 ft. with 
the new Tonum C.C. lamp, and _ the 
ordinary grouped-filament lamp of equal 
lumens (light) output and focussed in 
the same reflector. 





Above : Complete lamps, (left) ordinary 


grouped filament lamp, (right) new * coiled-coil” lamp 


Below: (left) Details of the grouped filament and (right) details of the Tonum * coiled-coil” filament 








Forthcoming Events 


Oct. 26 (Fri.).—Junior Institution of Engineers, 
39, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, 7.30 
p.m. “Locomotive Running Shed 
Economy,” by Mr. E. J. H. South. 

Institution of Railway Signal Engineers, at 
Criterion Restaurant, Piccadilly Circus, 
London, W.1, 6.30 for 7 p.m. Annual 
Dinner. 

L.N.E.R. (York) Lecture and Debating 
Society, at Railway Inst., Queen Street, 
7 p.m. “A Trip Round the World,” by 
Mr. R. S. Dalgiiesh. 


Oct. 27 (Sat.).—Institute of British Foundrymen 
(Scottish), at Heriot-Watt College, Cham- 
bers Street, Edinburgh, 4 p.m. ‘“ Some 
rhoughts on Indian Foundry Production,” 
by Mr. W. T. Bruce. 

Oct. 29 (Mon.).—G.W.R. (Birmingham) Lecture 
and Debating Society, at Great Western 
Hotel, 6.30 p.m. ‘G.W.R. Route, Lon- 
don to Plymouth,” by Mr. D. V. Levien. 

Railway Students’ Association (Edinburgh), 
at Goold Hall, St. Andrew Square, 8 p.m. 
* Outstandings,”’ by Mr. D. Hill. 

Wimbledon and District Model Railway Club, 
Alt Grove, St. George’s Road, London, 
S.W.19. “ Multiple Unit Equipment,” by 
Mr. F. L. Gill-Knight. 

Oct. 30 (Tues.).—Railway Students’ Association 
at London School of Economics, Houghton 


Street, W.C.2, 6 p.m. “Civil Service 
Methods in Business,’”’ Presidential Address 
by Sir Wim. Beveridge. 


.N.E.R. (Middlesbrough) Lecture and Debat 
ing Societv, at Cleveland Scientific and 
lechnical Inst., Corporation Road, 7.15 
p.m. “Colour Light Signalling as In 
stalled on the Main Line Widening,” by 
Mr. A. E. Tattersall. 


Nov. 1 (Thurs.).—G.W.R. (London) Lecture 
and Debating Society, in General Meeting 
Room, Paddington Station, 5.45 p.m. 
Debate: ‘“* That the Present System of 
Classification of Clerical Positions has 
Proved Unsatisfactory both to the Com 
pany and the Staff.”” Affirmative : Mr. F.G. 
Richens. Negative: Mr. R. H. Whitting 
ton. 


Nov. 2 (Fri.).—Institution of Mechanical Engi 
neers, Storey’s Gate, London, S.W.1, 6 p.m. 
Presidential Address by Mr. Charles Day. 


Nov. 3 (Sat.).—-Railway Convalescent Homes, 
in Wharncliffe Rooms, Hotel Great Central. 
Family Dinner. 


Nov. 5 (Mon.).—Society of Engineers, at 
Geological Society, burlington House, 
Piccadilly, London, W.1, 6 p.m. ‘* Some 
Problems of To-day,”” by Mr. N. G. Watson. 


Nov. 8-24.—-Machine Tool and Engineering 
Exhibition, at Olympia, London. 


Forthcoming Meetings 


Oct. 30 (Tues.)..Taltal Railway Co. Ltd. 
(Annual), River Plate House, Finsbury 
Circus, E.C., at 2.30 p.m 

Oct. 31 (Wed.).Assam Railways & 
Trading Co. Ltd. (Ordinary General), 
Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
E.C., at 12 noon 

Oct. 31 (Wed.). South Indian Railway 
Co. Ltd. (Annual), 31, Petty France, 
Westminster, $.W. 1, at 12noon. 

Nov. 1 (Thuys.). Bengal-Nagpur_ Rail- 
wavy Co. Ltd. (Ordinary General), 132, 
Gresham House, Old Broad Street, 
E.C., at 12 noon 

Nov. 1. (Thurs.)._-Midland Uruguay 
Railway Co. Ltd. (General), River 
Plate House, Finsburs rcus, E.C.2, at 
12.15 p.m 

Nov. 1. (Thurs.).—Uruguay Northern 
Railway Co. Ltd neral), River 
Plate House, Finsbi cus, E.C.2, at 
12.30 p.m. 

Nov. 7 (Wed.)._-Bueno 
Southern Railway 
River Plate Hous I 
E.C.2, at 12 noon 


Ayres Great 
Ltd. (Annual), 
bury Circus, 
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The Southern Railway has recently 
completed and brought into use a 
modernised combined locomotive and 
carriage depot at Stewarts Lane, Bat- 
tersea, at a cost of £137,000. Before 
the amalgamation the Longhedge loco- 
motive depot of the South Eastern & 
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Modernised Locomotive and Carriage Depot at Battersea, 


Southern Railway 


Chatham Railway was quite inde- 
pendent of the neighbouring depot of 
the London Brighton & South Coast 
Railway. Under the scheme just com- 
pleted the latter has been abandoned 
and the accommodation rendered 
vacant will in due course be used for 
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Layout of new Stewarts 


other purposes. Electrification having 
reduced the number of locomotives 
stabled at Battersea, it has been pos- 
sible to accommodate them all in the 
modernised depot of the old South 
Eastern & Chatham Railway, which 
has been equipped with labour-saving 
appliances, including mechanical coal- 
ing and water softening plants. The 
former is capable of dealing with 
150,000 tons of coal an hour, and the 
latter with 10,000 gallons of water an 
hour. 

The Pullman Car Company’s old re- 
pair depot, which was handed over to 
the Southern Railway for use as a 
carriage shed some time ago when the 
Pullman Company removed its repair- 
ing work to Brighton, has been adapted 
as a thoroughly up-to-date cleaning 
shed equipped with a vacuum cleaner 
installation and a mechanical carriage 
washing plant. The shed has_ been 
extended to cover an area of 265 ft. x 
150 ft. and will accommodate 117 
coaches, in addition to 46 coaches out- 
side the roofing. For repairing coaches 
the old Stewarts Lane goods shed has 
been reconstructed to form a building 
350 ft. long x 50 ft. wide, and fitted 
with workshops and stores so as to per- 
mit of the simultaneous repair of 15 
coaches. 
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The Annual Dinner of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers 


After the loyal toasts had been hon- 
oured at the annual dinner of the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers at 
the Connaught Rooms on Friday, 
October 19, Lt.-Col. E. Kitson Clark, 
Past President of the Institution, pro- 
posed the toast of ‘“‘ Invention and 
Research ’’ in a characteristically witty 
speech. The toast had a special signi- 
ficance in view of the formation recently 
of an Inventions Advisory Committee 
by the institution, and it was particu- 
larly appropriate that the Comptroller- 
General of the Patent Office, Dr. M. 
Lindley, and the Secretary of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, Sir Frank E. Smith, K.C.B., 
C.B.E., were present to reply. Dr. 
Lindley said that about half the num- 
ber of British patents were issued to 
foreigners, and whilst that in itself was 
not a bad thing, he nevertheless hoped 
that the institution’s scheme to foster 
invention amongst its own members 
would tend to increase the proportion 
of useful patents held by British in- 
ventors. He said that the institution 
had been quick to grasp the way in 
which the British patent system aids 
the inventor and that its scheme would 
be watched with the greatest interest. 
He hoped it would be a model for 
similar schemes started by other techni- 
cal institutions. Sir Frank Smith 
spoke of the value of invention, which 
some people were inclined to doubt 
because the world had got disorderly. 
He believed, with General Smuts, that 
it is nevertheless a good world and he 
mentioned several fascinating possibili- 
ties in the future, such as the design 
of electrical apparatus to operate at 
zero temperature absolute, at which 
conductors would have no resistance 

Mr. R. E. L. Maunsell, Vice-Presi 
dent, then proposed the toast of the 
guests, and did so with special pleasure 
as the toast was coupled with the name 
of the Rt. Hon. Lord Ebbisham, 
G.B.E., a director of the Southern 
Railway. In his reply Lord Ebbisham 
said that the period during which Mr. 
Maunsell had been Chief Mechanical 
Engineer of the Southern Railway had 
been one of great progress for the 
company. The Rt. Hon. the Viscount 
Falmouth proposed the toast of ‘‘ The 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers,’’ 
and said that by raising the qualifica- 
tions for admission to membership to 
so high a standard the institution had 
made membership all the more worth 
while and, paradoxical as it might 
seem, had added to its members. He 
thought that engineers enjoyed a more 
assured future than many other pro 
fessions because the structure of the 
world through many changing civilisa- 
tions had rested on engineering prin- 
ciples. But he believed that western 
civilisation was at a critical juncture 
and that unless the problem of unem- 
ployment could be solved it might not 





be able to realise the wonderful possi- 
bilities which the future held. He 
thought that perhaps engineers them- 
selves could do more than statesmen 
to solve the problems of the present 
difficult time. The President of the 
Institution, Mr. Charles Day, was the 
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first to build a compression- -ignition 
engine under Dr. Diesel’s patents, and 
British engineers were specially in- 
debted to him because he had not been 
content to build engines under foreign 
licences, but made an English engine 
through and through. Mr. Charles Day 
spoke of the work of the institution in 
his reply, and mentioned particularly 
the preparation of a model set of 
general conditions of contract which 
the council had undertaken. 








Southern Railway Electrification Extensions 


The latest sections of the Southern 
Railway suburban system to be taken 
in hand for conversion to electric opera- 
tion are from Nunhead to Lewisham 
and from Woodside to Sanderstead. It 
is probable that when these sections 
are completed certain services will be 
diverted from London Bridge by means 
of the Lewisham-Nunhead loop to 
Holborn. The electric trains to Sander- 
stead will be a proportion of those at 
present terminating at Addiscombe 
which will be diverted at Woodside 
over the Woodside and Selsdon Road 
line, at present used only for goods 
and special passenger trains. The 
Lewisham-Nunhead connection uses 


that portion of the old Nunhead- 
Greenwich Park branch which has not 
been abandoned. This section was re- 
conditioned when the connecting loops 
at the Lewisham end were constructed: 
the line was opened in July, 1929, and 
used to divert the heavy goods traffic 
between the L.M.S.R. and L.N.E.R. 
and Hither Green via Snow Hill from 
the congested line through London 
Bridge. A few passenger services and 
special trains have used this line but 
the electric trains which will work over 
it in future will form the first regular 
passenger services since the closing of 
the Greenwich Park branch on Jan- 
uary 1, 1917. 
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Sketch map of Southern Railway suburban lines to be electrified 
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NOTES AND 


Diesel Railcar Passengers.—More 
than 100,000 passengers have travelled 
on the G.W.Rt. streamlined A.E.C. diesel 
railcar since February last, when it was 
introduced on Southall and Reading, 
and subsequently Oxford, local services. 


Sao Paulo Railway Tax Refund.— 
The Supreme Court of Brazil gave 
judgment, on October 20, in favour of 
the Sao Paulo Railway Company, which 
claimed a refund of £135,000 of income- 
tax on dividends collected over a period 
of years. The court also awarded to the 
company interest on the sum. 


Trial Runs with Fast Railcars, 
Berlin — Frankfort - on - Main. —It 
is intended to introduce in the new year 
fast railcar services between Berlin and 
Frankfort-on-Main. On the occasion of 
the first trial run on Sunday, Septem- 
ber 30, the distance of 539 km. (336-87 
miles) was covered in 4 hr. 59 min., 
including stops at Leipzig and Erfurt. 


New Italian Electrification Com- 
pleted.— Electric services on the Naples- 
Salerno section of the main line to 
Sicily are to be inaugurated on October 
28. This line is double; the route 
mileage is 33 and track mileage 93 miles. 
The ruling gradient is 1 in 40, and 
sharpest curve 15 ch. radius. The 
single-line branch from Torre Annun- 
ziata to Gragnano, 6} miles, has also 
been electrified. The system is 3,000 
volts d.c. 


Seven-day L.M.S.R. Rail Seasons. 
-During the past seven months over 
175,000 runabout weekly season tickets, 
giving seven days unlimited travel within 
selected holiday districts, have been 
issued by the L.M.S.R. This total repre- 
sents an increase of 15,000 tickets 
compared with the corresponding period 
in 1933. The Lancashire Coast-Lake 
District area has been the most popular 
with holiday makers using this facility 
during the year; over 78,000 tickets 
have been issued for this area alone. 
Next in popularity is North Wales (two 
areas, 56,000 tickets), followed by 
Morecambe and the Lakes (30,000), West 
Cumberland lakes and Coniston (5,600), 
and the Peak district (1,600) 


Electricity Supply Bill and Rail- 
ways.—In view of the approaching 
Te-opening of Parliament the daily press 
is calling attention to the Electricity 
Supply Bill and its bearing on railway 
electrification. A clause in the Bill 
enables railway companies to negotiate 
direct with the Central Electricity 
Board for the supply of power for 
traction purposes instead of having to 
negotiate with different supply com- 
Panles along the route. The Bill, pro- 
moted by the Government, was read a 
second time in the House of Lords on 
April 12, when its objects were ex- 
Plained, as reported in THe RaiLway 
GazertE of April 20, at p. 684. After 
passing through the House of Lords the 
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Bill was read a first time in the House of 
Commons, but had not reached the 
second reading stage there before the 
recess, 

New L.N.E.R. Halt between Kip- 
pax and Ledston.—In order to meet 
the needs of residents in the mining 
districts of Allerton Bywater, York- 
shire, arrangements are being made by 
the L.N.E.R. to construct a passenger 
halt on the Garforth and Castleford 
branch between Kippax and Ledston 
stations adjacent to Allerton Main 
signal box. The halt will serve the 
village of Allerton Bywater, which has 
a population of 5,330, and also the 
extensive housing estate in the vicinity 
of the proposed halt. 


Tanna Tunnel Opening .—The work 
of laying the rails and erecting the 
electric overhead gear through the four- 
mile Tanna tunnel on the Japanese 
Government Railways has now been 
finished, and test trains are running 
through from Atami to Numazu (see 
map on page 541, THE RaILway 
GAZETTE, March 30, 1934). It will be 
opened to regular traffic on December 1, 
and it is anticipated that the through 
Tokaido route expresses from Tokyo to 
Kobe will be diverted through the 
tunnel “ cut-off,’’ and the overall times 
reduced, at the beginning of 1935. 


Watford & Edgware Railway 
Company.—An extraordinary general 
meeting of this company has been con- 
vened for November 1 next, when 
resolutions to dissolve the company will 
be considered. The Watford & Edgware 
Railway Company was constituted in 
1903, but its powers, which were never 
exercised, expired in 1911. It continued 
to exist as a corporate body associated 
with the Underground Electric Rail- 
ways Company of London Limited, but 
was not acquired by the London Passen- 
ger Transport Board, as only operating 
concerns were taken over. The last 
annual report of the Underground 
Electric Railways Company, for the 
year ended December 31, 1932, showed 
that, of a total of 259 issued £10 shares 
(£2 paid) in the Watford & Edgware 
Railway Company, 208 shares, or 80-31 
per cent. of the total, were held by the 
Underground Company. 

Prospects of the Canadian 
National Railways.— Mr. C. P. Fuller- 
ton, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the Canadian National Railways, 
stated to a meeting of business men at 
St. John (New Brunswick) a few days 
ago that the net revenues of the Cana- 
dian National Railways for the first 
nine months of the year were $6,235,000 
above those for the same period of 1933, 
and that substantial gains had been 
recorded in the company’s hotel system 
and the West Indies steamship service. 
There were definite indications of a 
general improvement in the Canadian 
industrial situation in which the Cana- 
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dian National Railways had _ shared. 
In 1923 the gross revenues of the 
Canadian National Railways were 
$312,000,000 ; these revenues had 
greatly fallen off, but now an improve- 
ment was being shown. A tremendous 
reduction in operating expenses had 
been effected, he added, and if they 
could get their revenues to $250,000,000, 
the people of Canada would have little 
to worry about as far as the Canadian 
National Railways were concerned, and 
there would be no further talk about 
amalgamation. 


Brazil Great Southern Railway.— 
About £50,000 sterling has been re- 
mitted from Brazil, and is in the hands 
of the Court in the receivership action 
in connection with the Brazil Great 
Southern Railway Company.  Discus- 
sions are taking place with a view to 
making a distribution out of these 
moneys on the six per cent. sterling first 
mortgage debentures, 1886. The rail- 
way has been worked since 1924 by the 
Federal Government, which bought up 
the undertaking in June, 1933. 


L.N.E.R. Dock Rebates.—The Lon- 
don & North Eastern Railway Company 
announces a revised scale of rebates 
under the Local Government Act, 1929, 
on dock charges and canal tolls, to come 
into effect on November 1. The total 
rebate will be :—on coal, &c., shipped 
at the port, ?d. a ton; on coal, &c., 
imported from iron and steel works, 
$d. a ton; on iron and steel (Classes 
5-10) shipped at the port, other than 
coastwise, 9d. a ton; on other mer- 
chandise shipped at the port, other 
than coastwise, I}d. a ton; on pit 
props and mining timber imported, 
10 per cent. of wharfage rates ; on iron 
ore imported, 3d. a ton ; on cattle cake 
and meals imported coastwise, 3d. a 
ton ; on fish landed at the port, and on 
imported wool, 7} per cent. of wha¥fage 
rates; on all merchandise carried on 
the company’s canals, 334 per cent. of 
the tolls. 


Transport in Northern Ireland.— 
Viscount Craigavon, Prime Minister of 
Northern Ireland, speaking at Bally- 
money on October 19, said that the 
transport system of Ulster was on the 
verge of collapse. The railways, which 
were an essential part of the transport 
system, were not covering their actual 
working expenses, and the financial 
position of the road-goods transport 
was also most unsatisfactory. If 
matters went on as they were it would 
lead to disaster, the country would be 
left with a disorganised and inefficient 
transport system, and the Government 
would be failing in its duty if it waited 
until the crash came before dealing 
with the situation. The only part of the 
transport industry which was working 
on anything like a stable basis was road 
passenger transport, and this was 
due entirely to the fact that the Govern- 
ment dealt with the matter in 1929 and 
regulated its working. The Government 
had decided to adopt the principle of 
Sir Felix Pole’s report, and was actively 
engaged in working out the details. 













































































































































































































688 


Under that scheme road _ transport 
would be operated by an independent 
public board, constituted of men with 
experience in transport and industry 
for the benefit of the public, and neither 
the railways nor any other sectional 
interest would be allowed to control it 
in any way. Details of Sir Felix Pole’s 
proposals were published in THE RaIL- 
WAY GAZETTE of July 27 last. 


Large L.M.S.R. Wagon Orders.— 
A total of 1,700 12-ton low-sided 
goods wagons has been ordered this 
week by the L.M.S.R. Details of the 
order and the names of the firms con- 
cerned will be found in our Contracts 
and Tenders section in this issue. 
Vacuum brake equipment is to be fitted 
to 1,100 of the wagons. These new 
wagons are for use in connection with 
container traffic. 


Resignalling of Leeds New Sta- 
tion.—A complete power signalling 
equipment is to be installed in the area 
controlled by the West cabin at Leeds 
New station and electro-mechanical 
equipment in the area controlled by the 
East cabin, to the order of the L.M.S. 
and L.N.E. Railways Group Committee 
No. 1. The contract is to be carried out 
by the Westinghouse Brake & Saxby 
Signal Co. Ltd. and full details of the 
order are given in our Contracts and 
Tenders section on page 690 of the 
present Issue. 


Central Railway of Chubut.—A 
general meeting has been called for 
October 29 in order to comply with 
Section 112 of the Companies Act, 1929, 
and the only business to be transacted 
thereat will be the re-election of a 
director and re-appointment of auditors. 
Shareholders were advised on August 24 
last that the Bill authorising the pur- 

‘ chase of the company’s undertaking had 
been passed by Congress; there are, 
however, various matters in connection 
with the issue of bonds authorised to 
effect the payment of the purchase price, 
as also the agreement of figures of out- 
standing rent and interest which are as 
yet unsettled. As a consequence the 
board has come to the conclusion that 
it would be more generally convenient 
to postpone the issue of the report and 
accounts and to adjourn the meeting to 
a later date in this year. 


Railway Freight Rebates Scheme. 

The Railway Rates Tribunal will sit 
at 10.30 a.m. on Monday, November 19, 
to review the operation of the Railway 
Freight Rebates Scheme for the year 
ending September 30, 1934. The rail- 
way companies to which the scheme 
applies have filed with the Tribunal 
an application, which will be heard at 
the same time and place, that in respect 
of the year October 1, 1934, to Septem- 
ber 30, 1935, the sum to be paid from 
the rebates fund for administrative 
expenses be increased from 3} per cent. 
to 1,4 per cent. or such percentage of 
the estimated rate relief as will yield 
about £43,000. Notices of objection 
must be filed at the office of the Registrar. 
2, Clement’s Inn W.C.2, on or before 


ay 
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November 9. The official notice relating 
to the above-mentioned hearing will be 
found among Legal and Official Notices 
on p. 691, 


U.S. Court Ruling on Railroad 
Retirement Act.—The Times New 
York correspondent reports that the 
Railway Retirement Act passed at the 
last session of Congress was held to be 
unconstitutional in a decision on Octo- 
ber 24 by the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia. The Act required 
all Class I railways to pay one-tenth of 
1 per cent. of their pay-rolls into a 
pension fund for their employees. It 
was estimated that this payment would 
involve the railways in an additional 
annual cost of $66,000,000. 


Southern Railway Channel Ferry 
Launch.—Preparations for the inaugu- 
ration next year of the Southern 
Railway Dover-Dunkirk train ferry 
service advanced a further step on 
October 23, when the tss. Shepperton 
Ferry, the third and final vessel of the 
fleet, was launched by Lady Walker, 
wife of Sir Herbert Walker, W.C.B., 
General Manager of the Southern Kail- 
way. The launch took place at the 
Neptune shipyard of the builders, Swan, 
Hunter & Wigham Richardson, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 


New B.I. London Showroom. 
British Insulated Cables Limited, of 
Prescot, Lancashire, opened on Friday 
last a new London showroom for the 
benefit of clients who find themselves 
unable to visit Prescot. The showroom, 
the address of which is 14, Savoy Street, 
is conveniently situated at the corner 
of Savoy Street and the Victoria EKm- 
bankment; the entrance and _ chief 
windows are on the Embankment itself. 
[It contains a representative range of all 
the well-known B.1. products. The 
window displays are striking. One 
window contains a display of fittings 
for overhead transmission of all kinds. 
A second window shows copper and 
aluminium sheets and sections, rolled 
and extruded at Prescot, and an eftec- 
tive feature is the famous B.I. trade 
mark carried out on a large scale in 
copper framed by aluminium. The 
third window shows the various B.I. 
wiring systems, together with the latest 
fuse boxes and other fittings. The 
display in this window has an original 
background in the shape of a hanging 
curtain composed of multi-coloured 
flexibles. Inside are shown the larger 
products. One corner of the showroom 
is given over to a display of the latest 
pattern B.I. welders, four of which are 
in operation. Another novel and in- 
structive exhibit consists of two show- 
cases which demonstrate by samples 
the progressive stages in the manufac- 
ture of power and other cables. The 
showroom is also a fascinating museum 
of the history of cable making. There 
are many interesting examples of early 
and unusual cable sections, and one 
showcase contains a range of very early 
cables laid by the B.I., many as laid 
in the London area and dating back 
to 1886. 
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Zambesi Bridge.—|{ js 
from Beira by Reuters that the 
of the bridge across the Zambesi has 
been put into position. This bridge 
24 miles long, and built with British 
capital, will put Nyasaland in direct 
railway communication with the sea 
At present, produce from Nyasaland has 
to be ferried across the Zambesi by 
paddle steamer. The bridge and its 
approaches were described and illus- 
trated in THe Raitway Gazerre of 
February 17, 1933, at p. 208. 


Teported 
last span 


Argentine President Authorises 
the Retention of Wage Cuts.—On 
page 603 in our issue of October 12 we 
published a full account—received from 
our correspondent in Argentina—of the 
then latest developments in connection 
with the wage dispute in that country. 
Both the railway companies and the 
men’s unions had agreed to accept the 
judgment of the President of the 
Republic in final settlement of the 
dispute. A telegram from Reuters 
Buenos Aires correspondent, dated Oc- 
tober 23, now states that ‘‘ the Govern- 
ment’s presumably the President's 
award was issued on that date. Accord- 
ing to this the wage cuts are to continue 
and short time is to be abolished and 
be replaced by new cuts, which are, 
however, to be restored in proportion 
to the profits of the companies. The 
companies are authorised to include as 
expenses 60 per cent. of the renewal of 
debenture interest at par, 
operating expenses and Road Fund 
contributions. If the receipts 
exceed the above expenditure, the sur- 
plus is to be distributed equally in 
restoring cuts and making good exchange 
losses. 


reserves, 


2TOSS 


Manchurian Streamlined Express. 

The much-advertised steam super- 
express between Dairen and Hsinking on 
the South Manchuria Railway will begin 
regular operation on November 1. Two 
trains have been built, and one daily 
run in each direction will be made in 
8} hr. for the 438 miles, or 51-5 m.p.h. 
including a stop at Liaoning (Mukden). 
As experience is gained, it is intended 
to increase the speed to 59-60 m.p.h. 
Trial trips have been made during the 
past few weeks, and on two of these 
occasions the run has been made in 
6} hr., including the Liaoning stop, 
equivalent to 67 m.p.h.; top speeds in 
excess of 80 m.p.h. were touched. 
The up and down trains will be 
known as the Asia Express, a name 
chosen as the result of a ballot in which 
over 30,000 persons submitted 1,995 
names; from the 215 persons who 
selected the name Asia, the winner of 
100-yen prize offered was chosen by 
drawing. Each train consists of a 
streamlined steam locomotive weighing 
135 tons, built in Japan and assembled 
at the Shakako shops of the S.M.R., 
and six streamlined passenger coaches 
built at Shakako. The trains include 
air-conditioned dining and observation 
cars, and all the passenger vehicles are 
painted bright green with a prominent 
white waist line. 
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British and Irish Traffic Returns 





GREAT BRITAIN = — 





1934 1933 
Passenger-train traffic...} 4 if 000 432,000 
Merchandise, &c. ...} 484,000 472,000 


Coal and coke 224 "000 


Goods-train traffic 708,000 


L.M.S.R. (6,9414 mls.) Pi { 
1,143,000 L 


Total receipts 














«| 
-+| 

L.N.E.R. (6,339 mls.) 

Passenger As iin traffic. 284,000 276,000 
Merchandise, &c. 355,000 346,000 
Coal and coke : 224,000 225,000 

Goods-train traffic 579,000 571,000 

[otal receipts .| 863,000 847,000 
G.W.R. (3,750? mils.) 

Passenger-train traffic... 189,000 184,000 
Merchandise, &c.... 192,000 185 000 
Coal and coke stele 94,000 97,000 

Goods-train traffic ..-| 286,000 282 ,000 

Tote ul receipts a a 475,000 166,000 

“SR. ( 2 176 mis. ) 

es ae. train traffic...) 257,000 256,000 
Merchandise, &c. ... 67,000 66,000 
Coal and coke = 29,000 27,000 

Goods-train traffic inal 96,000 93000 

Total receipts ... oe] 353,000 349,000 

Liverpool Overhead a 1,131 1,137 
(6} mls.) | 

Mersey (45 mls.) | 3,959 3,966 

*London Passenger | 
_Transport Board 539,300 534,800 

IRELAND | 

Belfast & C.D. pass. | 1,923 1,847 

(80 mls.) | 
” ee goods | 595 493 
» » total | 2,518 | 2,340 

| 

Great Northern pass. | 8,600 8,150 
(562 mls.) 

” a goods 9,650 9,700 
9 » total | 18,250 | 17,850 
| 

Great Southern pass. | 20,049 | 19,342 
(2,158 mils.) | 

” 9 goods 38,092 39,535 
o» a total 58,141 | 58,877 


Potals for 42nd Week 


220,000 
a 
‘ 124,000 


lotals to Date 


lInc. or Dec. 






| 
1934 tot | 1933 | Inc. or Dec. 
| 
| , 
£ | f } f 
+ 3,006 | 20 469,000 20,151,000 |+ 318,000 


18/619000 17,321,000 |+1,298,000 
9,363,000 | 8,948,000 |+ 415,000 
| 27,982,000 | 26,269,000 5713,000 
| 48,451,000 16,420,000 | + 2,031,000 


i+ 12,000 
{ 4,000 
+ 16,000 
+ 19,000 






13,219,000 | 12,987,000 |+ 232,000 


+ 8,000 
{ 9,000 
— 1,000 
+ 8,000 | 22,448,000 | 20,704,000 ,744,000 


| 13,006,000 | 12,039,000 |4- 967,000 
} | 
+ 16,000 0 | 35,667,000 | 33,691,000 |+ 1,976,000 


9,442 000 8,665,000 |+ 777,000 


8,676,000 8,672,000 |-4 4,000 
7,510,000 7,028,000 |+ 482,000 
4,134,000 | 4,043,000 |4+ 91,000 


+ 5,000 
+ 7,000 





— 3,000 
11,071,000 |+4+ 573,000 
20,320,000 | 19,743,000 |-+ 577,000 


| 


+ 4,000 | 11,644,000 


+ 9,000 


12,337,000 186,000 


| 
, 1,000 | 12,523,000 
| + 1, 


+ 1,000 2 662.500 2,555,500 107,000 
+ 2,000 | 1,284,500 1,210,500 |4 74,000 
+ 3,000 | 3,947,000 | 3,766,000 |+4 181,000 
4. 4,000 16,470,000 | 16,103,000 |4 367,000 
| | 
|- 6 | 48,162 | 47,777 | 4 385 
| 7 170,200 166,624 |+4 3,576 
| 4,500 | 8,485,500 8,387,300 |-4 98,200 
: an —| = me ——|— a 
| | | 
76 | 109,058 | 110,778 1,720 
| | | 
1+ 102 | 21,560 | 21,623 63 
|4 178 | 130,618 | 132,401 1,783 
| 
| | 
4 450 | 426,850 | 329,900 | 4 96,950 
| 
50 | 352,800 | 279,050 |4 73,750 
|+ 100 | 779,650 608,950 |+ 170,700 
| 
| | 
707 1,028,538 | 1,017,070 |4+ 11,468 
1,443 aa 7,806 | 1,278,803 |4 79,003 
736 2 386,344 2,295,873 |+ 90,471 


* 16th wee k, the receipts § for which include those undertakings not absor bed by the L.P.T.B. in the 


corresponding period last year; last year’s figures are, however, adjusted for comparative 


purposes 








L.N.E.R. Accountant’s Department Recreative Society 
Annual Dinner 


The 53rd annual dinner of the 
London & North Eastern Railway 
Accountant's Department Recreative 
Society was held at the Hamilton Hall, 
Abercorn Rooms, Liverpool Street, on 
Friday, October 19, Mr. C. H. Newton, 
Chief Accountant, presiding. There 
was an attendance of about 150, and 
among those present were :— 

Messrs. G. F. Thurston, A. J. Brickwell, 
H. W. H. rs hards, J. Ryan, E. Taylor, G. 
Morton, R. G. Davidson, A. E. Moore, C. A. 
Everard vey }.. A. Kay,. G. Suthe rland, 
R. Brown, G. N. Rhodes, W. Philip, A. E. 
Rogerson, A. Feirn, F. J. Orchin, W. Hind, 
A. J. ony F. V. H. Seale. 

Mr. G. Thurston, in proposing the 
toast of ‘‘ ‘The Accountant’s De »part- 
ment Recreative Society,’’ alluded to 
iis various activities, and mentioned 
that the society was now in its 61st 
year. He congratulated the members 
on the spirit in which the amenities of 
the society were maintained. A suit- 


able reply was made by Mr. S. Hope, 
the Honorary Treasurer. 

Mr. C. H. Newton proposed _ the 
popular toast of ‘‘ The Guests,’’ and 
extended a very warm welcome to 
friends from other companies and the 
various departments of the L.N.E.R. 
The humorous manner in which the 
President introduced his personal guests 
was much appreciated by all present. 
Mr. A. J. Brickwell replied on behalf 
of the guests in his usual breezy 
manner. , 

Mr. C. A. Everard Greene proposed 
the toast of ‘‘ The President,’’ and 
congratulated the society on having 
such a keen president. Mr. C. H. 
Newton, in acknowledging the toast, 
expressed his great interest in the 
welfare of the society. 

The speeches were interspersed with 
a musical programme arranged by Mr. 
Bernard Barker. 
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British and Irish Railways 


Stocks 


Stocks 


G.W.R. 
Cons. Ord. 
5% Con. Prefce. 
5% Red. Pref .(195 
4% Deb. 


1933 


Highest 


5515 
10934 
50)| 10914 


Lowest 
1933 


31 
| 6915 
p 


| 8712 


.|10815;6) 9914 





43% Deb.... | 108 
43% Deb... {116 
5% Deb. .|128 
24% Deb.. 65 
5% Rt. ¢ hz arge | 124 
5% Cons. Guar. ...|122 
| 

L.M.S.R. | 
Peg oo-| 297% 

6 Prefce. (1923) 51 
13 Prefce. 72 
5 gpRed. Prf. (1955) 93 

4% Deb. ... ... | LO314 

5% Red. Deb.(1952) 114 
4% Guar. ... ..| 9714 

L.N.E.R. 
5% Pref. Ord. 2212 
Def. Ord. ... ..| 1034 
4% First Prefce. ...| 6512 
4% Second Prefce. | 4012 


5 Red. Pref. on 8334 


4% First Guar. 9434 

4% Second Guar. | 8914 

3% Deb. a] 77 
% Deb 10234 


5 oP Red. Deb.(1947)| 112 


44% Sinking Fur 
Red. Deb. 


SOUTHERN 
Pref. Ord.... 
Def. Ord. ... 
5% Prefce. 


nd {10712 


ee 
| 243, 


10034 
106 
}11714 
| 60 
[11119 
103 


| 121g 
17 
3314 
4714 

| 8912 

}105 


683g 


734 
| 1936 
193g 
1214 
27 
| 5814 
| 48 
| 6014 
| 80 
110212 
9834 


2734 
93g 


“!1071161 74 


5%Red. Pref. (1964)| 10734 


5°, Guar. Prefce. 
5% Red.Guar. Pre 


(1957) 
4% Deb. 
5% Deb. ... 
4% Red. De 
1962-67 


|12414 
f. |1155, 
.|1071, 
...| 12612 
b. |10714 


Betrast & C.D. 


Ord. ‘a eos] © 
FortH BripGE | 
4% Deb. e.| 9912 
4% Guar. wee] 981g 
G. NORTHERN 
(IRELAND) 
Ord. pom " 712 
G. SOUTHERN | 
(IRELAND) 
Ord. Ae oul ae 
Prefce. woo] 24 
Guar. oval 42 
Deb. .--| 60 
| 
L.P.T.B. | 
44% “A” {11778 
Se Mh ase cool he sag 
1% “TA.” T1114 
5% B” .. {12219 
a ice 8634 
MERSEY 
Beng 1614 
» Perp. Deb. | $3 
39° Perp. Deb. | 62 
36. Perp. Prefce....| 505g 








* ex dividena 


787, 
[10234 
10312 


9634 


1141, 
100 


9515 
94 


31y 





16 

1213 
1634 
307, 


112 
11914 
106 
114 
741o 


5 
637g 
51 


| 27 


and Shares 


| Prices 


ae 
| Sgt | Rise/ 
| 1934 | Fall 


|_| 
| 521, | 
112 

10915 


[lo 
: 
| | 

110 }- lo 
ins | — 
}11915 = 
}130 _— 
7019 — 
a 


26 - 


Q1lo lo 
50 l 
| 82 I 
10115 1. J 

l 








105lo 
11415* 
101 - 


16 —3 
754 1 
681, |+1 
31 —] 
871> — 
971. |+10 
9117 |+19 
7915 lo 
104 rl 
111 — 
ion, | — 








73 —I 
211g |—12 
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109 
11291 , 
10919 
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10219 — 
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161. 
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CONTRACTS AND TENDERS 


Kryn & Lahy (1928) Limited has 
received an order for 2,000 tons of steel 
castings for the 100 L.M.S.R. 4-6-0 
mixed traffic locomotives under con- 
struction in the works of Sir W. G. 
Armstrong-Whitworth & Co. (Engineers) 
Ltd., the Vulcan Foundry Co. Ltd., and 
in the shops of the L.M.S.R. <A con- 
siderable amount of machining will be 
carried out on these castings by Kryn & 
Lahy, and approximately one third of 
the order will be cast in the KL Stronger 
Steel, the characteristics of which were 
described in our issue of August 25, 
1933. 


Locomotives for China 


Nasmyth, Wilson & Co. Ltd. has 
secured an order from the Chinese 
Government Purchasing Commission on 
behalf of the Ministry of Railways, 
China, for four standard gauge 2-8-2 
locomotives and tenders. These engines 
are to have two outside cylinders 21-in. 
diam. and 26-in. stroke, coupled wheels 
4 ft. 6 in. diam., boiler pressure 200 Ib. 
per sq. in., adhesion weight 65-1 tons, 
and weights in working order of engine 
and tender respectively of 91-2 and 
57-4 tons. They are to be supplied to 
the inspection of the consulting engineers 
Messrs. Sandberg and are for service on 
the Kiaochow-Tsinan Railway. 


The Tilley Lamp Co. Ltd. has 
received an order from the L.M.S.R. 
for seventy-two Tilley flood-light pro- 
jectors. These projectors are intended 
for use in the Scottish area. 


A. & J. Inglis Limited has received 
an order from the L.N.E.R. for a diesel- 
electric paddler for passenger service 
on the Firth of Clyde. The vessel will 
have an approximate length of 215 ft. 
and a breadth of 27 ft. 6in. Luxurious 
passenger accommodation will be pro- 
vided. The diesel-electric propelling 
machinery, to be supplied by the 
English Electric Co. Ltd., will give a 
speed of 17 knots. 


Contract for Re-signalling at Leeds 

The Westinghouse Brake & Saxby 
Signal Co. Ltd. has received an order 
from the L.M.S. and L.N.E. Railways 
Group Committee No. 1 for the re- 
signalling of Leeds New station. The 
installation will consist of a complete 
power signalling equipment at the west 
end requiring approximately 44 search- 
light signals, 75 disc, shunt and calling- 
on signals, 85 a.c. track circuits, 51 
power-operated point layouts, and all 
associated equipment, the whole being 
controlled from a central thumb switch 
control panel in the West cabin, 
utilising relay interlocking. The existing 
mechanical frame at the East cabin 
will be retained, but reduced in size, 
renumbered and entirely relocked. All 
associated rodding, cranks, &c., for 
point operation will be renewed. The 
signals at the east end will be operated 
by circuit controllers supplied and fixed 





to lever tails. Lever locks will be incor- 
porated with the c:reuit controllers. 
All indications at the west end will be 
on the control panel, and an illuminated 
diagram will be provided for the East 
cabin. Relay cabinets and train descrip- 
tion are also being supplied. The con- 
tract includes the supply of cable, dis- 
connection boxes, &c., together with 
complete power supply equipment. 


Burn & Co. Ltd. has secured orders 
from the Indian Stores Department for 
switch and crossing rails to a total value 
of approximately Rs. 53,000. 


Machine Tools (India) Limited has 
received an order from the Indian Stores 
Department for two Osborne No. 276-J 
portable jolt squeeze moulding machines. 


The Indian Stores Department has 
placed orders for train lighting and 
locomotive head-light and cab lamps 
with J. Stone & Co. (India) Ltd. for 
Osram lamps, Marker Goldsteane & 
Co. for Tungsram lamps, and Phillips 
Electrical Co. (India) Ltd. for Phillips 
lamps. 


J. Stone & Co. (india) Ltd. has 
received orders from the Indian Stores 
Department for train-lighting cells and 
spares for the G.I.P., E.B. and E.lI. 
Railways. Heatly & Gresham Limited 
has similarly received orders for Nife 
train lighting cells and spares for the 
same railways. 


Australian Order for Diesel Engines 
and Transmission. 

A.E.C, (Aust.) Proprietary Limited 
has secured an order from the New 
South Wales Railways Department for 
the supply of ten diesel engines and 
ten fluid torque converters for use in 
railcars for country services. The 
engines will be Harland & Wolff eight- 
cylinder, two-cycle units, each develop- 
ing 360 h.p., and the torque converters 
will be of the Voith-Sinclair type 
made by the Hydraulic Coupling & 
Engineering Co. Ltd. Each car unit 
will be equipped with two engines and 
sets of transmission, and will be capable 
of hauling three trailers. Four four- 
car trains of this type will be kept in 
service and a fifth used as spare. The 
value of this order is approximately 
£34,500. 


The Egyptian State Railways Ad- 
ministration has placed orders as fol- 
low : 

rhos. Hinshelwood & Co. Ltd Red lead (£244 


Suddeutsche Kabelwerke: Cables (£1,675 I1s.). 

rhe Rivet Bolt & Nut Co. Ltd Bolts and nuts 
(£768). 

Ihe Superheater Co. Ltd.: Superheater elements 
(£261) 

Diesel Enquiries 

The Rhodesia Railways Administra- 
tion is enquiring for a 3 ft. 6 in.-gauge 
diesel railcar to seat 16 Europeans and 
40 natives. The output required for 
the specified duty is about 350 b.h.p. 
The consulting engineers are Sir Douglas 
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Fox & Partners, Broadway Buildings 
London, S.W.1. = 

The War Office is enquiring for a 
diesel shunting locomotive with 
engine of 200-250 b.h.p. 

The South Manchurian Railway has 
decided to acquire four or five diesel 
railcars of streamlined contour for fast 
stopping and semi-express service over 
a line 230 miles long. The cars must 
be delivered in 1935. 


an 


Large L.M.S.R. Orders for 
Wagons 
The L.M.S.R. has this week placed 
orders for a total of 1,700 low-sided 
goods wagons of 12 tons capacity as 
follow : ; 

Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage, 
Wagon & Finance Co. Ltd.: 700 
wagons fitted with vacuum brake 
equipment. 

Birmingham Railway Carriage & 
Wagon Co. Ltd. : 400 wagons fitted 
with vacuum brake equipment. 

Charles Roberts & Co. Ltd.: 300 
wagons, unfitted. 

Hurst Nelson & Co. Ltd.: 300 
wagons, unfitted. 

These wagons are for use in connection 
with container traffic. 


The Chilean Minister of Finance has 
announced the signing of an agreement 
for the purchase of material from Ger- 
many for the Chilean Railways. 








THE WEEK’s Roap AccipENts.—The 
Ministry of Transport return for the 
week ended October 20 of persons killed 
or injured in road accidents is as 
follows: 


Deaths 
resulting 
Killed from Injured 

previous 

accidents om 
England 102 (87) 35 (31) 3,926 (3,957) 
Wales... 4 —_ 3 (3) 137 (145) 
Scotland 7 (9) 2 (1) 381 (364) 


$444 (4,466) 


113 (96) 40 (35) 


The total fatalities of the week, as 
the result of road accidents, were 
therefore, 153, as compared with 131 
for the previous week. 


PANORAMIC MopEt oF  BOURNE- 
MOUTH AT WATERLOO STATION. —A large 
plan-model of Bournemouth has been 
erected on a space of 17 ft. by 13 ft. 
facing the main motorcar and tax! exit 
at Waterloo station, Southern Railway. 
A feature of the model is the system of 
coloured flags used to indicate the 
situation of hotels, boarding houses, 
business houses, public buildings and 
places of amusement. An illustrated 
guide to Bournemouth, containing 4 key 
to all the numbered flags, has been pre- 
pared in connection with the exhibit, 
which gains novelty from the moving 
traffic to be seen on the main roads. 
Sir Herbert Walker, K.C.b., General 
Manager of the Southern Railway and 
Sir Henry Page-Croft, M.P. for Bourne- 
mouth, attended the opening ceremony 
on October 20. 
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LEGAL AND OFFICIAL NOTICES 


In the Court of the Railway Rates Tribunal. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 1929. 
ELEVENTH SCHEDULE. 

1934 REVIEW OF THE OPERATION OF THE 
RAILWAY FREIGHT REBATES SCHEME 

AND 
APPLICATION IN RESI 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXI 


TOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Rail- 
a way Rates Tribunal will sit at 10.30 a.m. 
on Monday, the 19th November, 1934, in Court 
“4a” Judges’ Quadrangle, Royal Courts of 
Justice, London, W.C.2, to review the operation 
of the Railway Freight Rebates Scheme for the 
year ending 30th September, 1934, pursuant to 
the provisions of Part 1 of the Eleventh 
Schedule to the Local Government Act, 1929. 

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that the Railway 
Companies to which the said Scheme applies 
have filed with the Tribunal an Application 
(1934, No. 156) pursuant to the provisions of 
sub-paragraph 1 (a) of paragraph 5 of the 
said Part 1 of the Eleventh Schedule that in 
respect of the ycar Ist October, 1934, to 30th 
September, 1935, the sum to be paid ont of 
the general monies of the Railway Freight 
Rebates Fund in respect of administrative ex- 
penses shall be increased from one-half of one 
per cent. to one and one-tenth per cent. or such 
other percentege of the aggregate of the esti- 
mated rate relief of the said Companies in 
that year as will vield a sum amounting to 
approximately £43,000; which Application will 


CT OF 
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also be heard at the above-mentioned time and 
place. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN | that 
Accounts and Statements relative to such 
Review have been lodged with the Tribunal. 
Such Accounts and Statements and the afore- 
said Application may be inspected at the Office 
of the Registrar, 2, Clement’s Inn, London, 
W.C.2, at any time during office hours. Copies 
of the said Accounts and Statements may be 
obtained (price 2s. 6d. post free) on prepay- 
ment, from the Secretary, the Railway Clearing 
House, Euston Square, London, N.W.1. 

Any Railway Company to which the said 
Scheme applies or Representative Body of 
Traders interested, which may be desirous of 
being heard before the Tribunal on the Review, 
‘must file a Notice of such desire, and any 
person desiring to object to the aforesaid 
Application must file a separate Notice of 
Objection at the Office of the Registrar, 
2. Clement’s Inn, London, W.C.2, on or before 
Friday, the 9th day of November, 1934. 

Such Notices must be on foolscap-size paper 
and must state concisely the Submission (if 
any) which is desired to be made, and in the 
case of an Objection, the nature and grounds 
thereof. A Notice by a Representative Body 
of Traders must in addition contain a_state- 
ment of the facts upon which such Body claims 
to represent a substantial number of persons 
interested in any or all of the selected traffics. 

Each Netice filed must be stamped with an 
adhesive fee stamp for 2s. 6d. (which can be 
purchased at the office of the Tribunal only). 
If sent by post each Notice must be accom- 


panied by a Postal Order for 2s. 6d. payable 
to the Registrar, Railway Rates Tribunal, 
when a stamp will be affixed at the office. 
Five additional copies of each Notice must be 
lodged with the original at the office of the 
Registrar. 
Dated this 24th day of October, 1934. 
T. J. D. ATKINSON, 
Registrar. 


New Zealand 


. ee are invited for an Electric 
d Traction Engineer to the New Zealand 
Government Railways. Salary £608 per annum. 
Age limit 45. Applicants are required to have 
had practical experience in manufacture, test- 
ing, operation and maintenance of different 
makes electric locomotives and multiple unit 
stocks. Must be at least Associate Members 
of the Institution of Electrical Engineers. 
Full particulars can be obtained from the 
Hicgu Commissioner FoR NeW ZEALAND, 415, 
Strand, Londen, W.C.2, by whom completed 
applications will be received up to and _ in- 
cluding 24th November, 1934. 


RAILWAY CARS OR 
British Patent No. 354,652 is 
for Sale or Licence on reasonable terms. 
Brovmurap & Co., Chartered Patent Agents, 
30, Ludgate Hill, London, will send copy of 
the Specification to interested firms. 


5 OORS FOR 
TRUCKS. 








RAILWAY AND 


Puerto Cabello & Valencia Rail- 
way.—The directors announce that 
they have decided to pay 1} per cent. 
balance of coupon due January 1, 1933, 
and 1} per cent. on account of coupon 
due July 1, 1933, on the 5 per cent. 
first charge coupon bonds on Novem- 
ber 1, 

Trans-Zambesia Railway.—Gross 
receipts for 1933 amounted to £158,986 
(against £196,219 for 1932), and work- 
ing expenses to £112,020 (against 
£136,537). Net receipts, including in- 
terest on deposits, were £47,370, against 
which debenture notes and other interest 
charges, together with debenture re- 
demption allocation and annual charges 
on rolling stock advance account, total 
£115,844. The difference of £68,474 
{against £59,134 for 1932) has been paid 
by the Nyasaland Government. The 
total tonnage carried was 85,506 tons, 
as compared with 95,842 tons during 
the previous year. 

Karachi Port Trust.—The Ad- 
ministration Report for the year ended 
March 31, 1934, shows that ordinary 
Tevenue receipts (including Rs. 1 lac 
from sinking funds) were Rs. 61,94,000 
as against Rs. 59,22,000 in the previous 
year, an increase of 44 per cent. Revenue 
account expenditure on ordinary items 
was Rs. 65,71,000 (including Rs. 1 lac 
transferred to special revenue account 
for capital works and Rs. 1 lac in excess 
of normal for pensions and gratuities to 
retiring employees due to retrenchment 
by voluntary retirements) as against 
KS. 62,91,000 in the previous year, an 
Increase of 4} per cent. The financial 
Tesult was a loss on the year’s working 
of Rs. 3,14,000, as against Rs. 2,86,000. 
This loss was met from the revenue 





OTHER REPORTS 


reserve fund, which was credited during 
the year with Rs. 19,00,000, part of the 
surplus in sinking funds. 


Trent Motor Traction Co. Ltd. 


This company is controlled jointly by 


Tilling & British Automobile Traction 
Limited, and the L.M.S. and L.N.E. 
Railway Companies. An interim divi- 
dend of 4 per cent. on the ordinary 
shares was paid on October 15, the 
same as a year ago 


Hurst, Nelson & Co. Ltd.—The 
accounts show an increase in net profit 
from £15,954 for 1932-33 to 421,767 for 
the year ended July 14 last The ordi- 
nary dividend is to be raised from 
24 per cent. to 3} per cent., and will 
le ave 


require £11,625, and {4,266 to 
be carried forward, against /3,424 
brought into the accounts 

Taltal Railway.—At the export 


rate of exchange, the receipts for the 
year ended June 30, 1934, amounted to 
£27,266, and the expenses to £36,402, 
showing a loss of £9,136. Had the 
calculation been made as in previous 
years at the official rate the accounts 
would have shown a profit of £8,971. 
Adding to the balance of {12,729 
brought forward from 1932-33 interest, 
etc. (£14,931) and £20,000 transferred 
from general reserve, and deducting 
£9,135 loss on working and £12,000 for 
interim dividend, leaves £26,525, out of 
which the directors recommend a final 
dividend of 1s. a share, making with the 
interim dividend, 2 per cent. for the year, 
and leaving £14,525 to be carried for- 
ward. The total tonnage of goods was 
100,653, an increase of 52-29 per cent., 
and the number of passengers (8,308) 
showed an advance of 60-95 per cent. 





The greater movement over the line 
and advances in salaries and wages 
caused an increase in working expenses. 


Assam Railways & Trading Co. 
Ltd.—The total earnings for the year 
ended March 31 last amounted to 
Rs. 19,15,097, a decrease of Rs. 1,89,951 
compared with the preceding year, and 
total expenditure at Rs. 11,25,544 de- 
clined by Rs. 11,234. The output of 
coal for the year was 161,217 tons 
(against 163,560 tons) and sales were 
made amounting to 178,583 tons (against 
177,447 tons). The profit after tax and 
an allowance of £10,000 for renewals 
and depreciation, was £86,429 (against 
£75,811). After payment of debenture 
and notes interest the net profit comes 
out at £24,229 (against £19,075). Pre- 
ference dividends take £15,400, and 
£3,000 is again to be written off new 
issue expenses, the balance forward then 
being increased from £34,706 to £40,535. 


Port of Rangoon.—In the Traffic 
Manager's report to the Commissioners 
for the Port of Rangoon covering the 
year ended March 31, 1934, it is stated 
that 3,041,965 tons of goods passed over 
the Commissioners’ premises during the 
year, compared with 2,775,415 tons in 
1932-33 and 3,030,498 tons in 1931-32. 
Total sea-borne trade was 1,604,516 
tons, an increase of 127,205 tons over 
1932-33. The river-borne traffic of 
672,558 tons showed a net increase of 
7,008 tons, and in the rail-borne traffic 
of 759,874 tons there was an increase of 
131,939 tons, or 21 per cent. The 
warehouse tonnage (5,017) was better 
by 398 tons. Total revenue of the 
department was Rs. 35,52,920, a decrease 
of Rs. 20,166, or 0-5 per cent., and 
revenue expenditure amounted to 
Rs. 12,62,608, a decrease of Rs. 4,282, 
showing an operating ratio of 35 per 
cent. 
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The Share Market 


The rise in 3} per cent. War Loan to 
the highest price ever recorded has given 
. fresh impetus to the search for fixed 
interest-bearing stocks with _ specific 
security The Home railway market still 
leads in this class of investment in respect 
to the amount of yield per cent. Whilst 
it is impossible to obtain more than 
around 33 per cent. on British Govern- 
ment and municipal loans, the investor 
has a wider choice in debenture stocks 
of home railways. 

There is on offer just 
Great Western 4 per cent. debenture 
stock at which the yield is 


now a line of 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


to yield £3 13s. 6d. per cent. and London 
& North Eastern 4 per cent. debenture 
stock at 104} with a yield of £3 17s. 3d. 
per cent. The last-named is the highest- 
yielding of all debenture stocks of the 
grouped railways. With increasing 
scarcity of trustee stocks it is anticipated 
that all these home railway debenture 
stocks will reach higher prices as long 
as rates on British Government loans re- 
main at the present level. Great Western 
5 per cent. rent charge stock has been 
raised to 1294 middle, with business 
recorded at up to 130. The same com- 
pany’s 5 per cent. guaranteed stock has 
also been bought at up to 125%. As far 
as concerns the week’s business in the 


junior stocks this has been lower 


in. 


October 26, 1934 


to 83-87, a price which compares with 
78-81 at the beginning of this month 
The list price of St. John & Quebec first 
debenture stock has been raised a point 
to 93-96 without bringing out any stock. 
The last business in this stock was at 
92} on the 9th inst. In the foreign 
railway market Argentine railway pre- 
ference stocks were lower, despite the 
encouraging announcement that pre- 
ference dividends are to be paid in full 
by the Buenos Ayres Great Southern and 
the Buenos Ayres Western. 

The 5 per cent. preference stock of the 
former was marked down three points to 
66-69 ex div., and the 6} per cent. 
stock 3} points to 65-68 ex div., both 
falls being almost equivalent to the net 


110} at 

dividend payment. The Western 4} per 
cent. preference stock was supported at 
the ex dividend price and only showed a 
fall of a point. The market is anticipat- 
ing a recovery in price of these stocks, 


volume and prices have shed a fraction 
here and there. <A similar search for in- 
vestment is taking place in the 
Colonial railway section. Nyasaland ‘‘A’’ 
debenture stock has gone up two points 


£3 12s. 9d. per cent. London Midland 
& Scottish 4 per cent. debenture stock is 
available at 106} at which the yield is 
£3 16s. per cent.; Southern 4 per cent 
debenture stock can be purchased at 109} 


stocks 








Traffic Table of Overseas and Foreign Railways Publishing Weekly Returns 


Traffics for Aggregate Traffics to Date 
Week 
Shares 
or 
Stock 


Week 


Ending Totals 


Increase or 
Decrease 


Inc. or Dec. 
compared 
with 1933 


Total 
this year 


No. of Week 


This Year Last Year 


£ £ £ £ 

830 21.10.34 14,610 2,020 600,820 452,660 
753 20.10.34 7,516 1,149 126,035 160,383 
111 - — _ — 

170 Sept., 1934 5,200 350 54,350 


f 
148,160 Ord. Stk 


Antofagasta (Chili) & Bolivia 
Argentine North Eastern 34,348 
Argentine Transandine 

|} Bolivar 

Brazil . 

Buenos Ayres & Pacifi 2,806 

Buenos Ayres Central ° 190 

Buenos Ayres Gt. Southern 5,085 

Buenos Ayres Western 1,930 20.10.34 

Central Argentine oe 3,700 20.10.34 

Do. S oe — 
Uruguay of M. Video 273 20.10.34 
Do Eastern Extn. 311 20.10.34 
Northern Extn, 185 20.10.34 
Do Western Extn. 211 20.10.34 

| Cordoba Central ate 1,218 20.10.34 

4 Costa Rica we oe 188 Aug., 1934 

Dorada . ‘ ee 70 Sept., 1934 

Entre Rios ° 810 20.10.34 

Great Western of Brazil 1,082 20.10.34 

International of Cl. Amer. 794 Aug., 1934 

Interoceanic of Mexico 

| La Guaira & Caracas 

| Leopoldina ea 
Mexican 


A. Deb 
6 p.c. Db 
Bonds. 
Ord. Stk. 
$83,400 Mt. Db. 
503,744 Ord. Stk 

182,841 »» 
2,158,966 188,682 


233,667 


57,200 2,850 


1,110,049 1,321,080 211,031 
$1,732,600 
1,935,780 
653,555 
1,970,284 


12,167 
$32,100 
39,298 
19,041 
31,772 


1,836 


67,077 
$139,300 
110,018 
38,079 
107,323 


20.10.34 
30.9.34 
20.10.34 


Id. 
625 Ord. Stk 
103 4,312 . 
66 2 983 - 
4 ; 21,75 p 398 _ 
9,320 662,620 163,050 1. Inc. 
10,765 46,443 13,288 ; 
600 70,200 19,500 
319 214,053 32,354 
200 400,506 64,000 
$41,455 $3,285,984 $74,106 


18,470 234,292 
3,245 
1,753 
1,694 

27,530 
14.974 
9,290 
12,483 
12,500 
$337,294 


Cent 


1eTICcCa. 


89,700 
181,699 
336,500 

$3,360,090 


& Central An 





13,655 { 
23,962 Ord 
$554,300 a 

952 
89,173 


32,865 
1.073.486 
$3,308,800 
25.851 
194,111 
72,160 
186,438 
@141,991 
1,233,699 
18,270 
269.974 
3,312 


46,520 
1,049,524 
$2,754,500 
24,899 
104.938 
57,190 
162,568 
¢204,073 
1,237,877 
13,350 
206,783 
3,229 


705 
1,127 
$48,000 
933 
112 
1,810 
8,411 
97,356 
5,363 
1,520 
6,129 
158 


uth 


2234 Sept., 1934 

1,918 20.10.34 

: - 483 14.10.34 

| Midland of Uruguay 319 Sept.. 1934 

Nitrate P 401 15.10.34 
Paraguay Central ° 27 20.10.34 

| Peruvian Corporation 1,059 Sept., 1934 

| Salvador 100 13.10.34 

| San Paulo 1531p 14.10.34 

| Taltal 164. Sept., 1934 
United of Havana 1,365 20.10.34 

| Uruguay Northern 73 Sept., 1934 


3,045 
25,988 
$244,700 

8,302 
7,824 
4,290 
63,773 
07,344 
30115 
4.795 
18,887 
1,241 


St k 


> 


Ord. Sh 
Pr. Li. Stk 
Pref 
Pr. Li. Db 
Ord. Stk 
Ord. Sh 
Ord. Stk. 
Deb. Stk. 


)+++4+4+4 1 


{ Canadian National we 23,736 14.10.34 646,475 25,704,226 
, 4 Canadian Northern oe - ; 
Grand Trunk 


| Canadian Pacific 


24,885 
: . Dbs. 
~ - - Gar. 
17,018 14.10.34 553,000 5,800 19,254,000 +1,740,800 | Stk 
Ord. Stk 
Ord. Sh. 


Ord. Stk 


109,699 
645 
15,968 
910 99 
225,517 - 


135 
570 
6,906 
283 
2.208 


1,322 664,906 
202 
2,112 
161 
3,269 
3,072 16,200 
3,230 281 
546 30.9.5 8% 15 
30.9.34 102,083 134 


{ Assam Bengal 
| Barsi Light ° ee 
zal & North Western 
engal Dooars & Extension 
, Bengal-Nagpur re “ 
Bombay, Baroda & Cl. India 
| Madras & South'’n Mahratta 
Rohilkund & Kumaon 
South India . 


200,625 
49,761 
6.089 
2.526 2,136,035 72,981 
587,777 
16,195 
112,871 
90,289 
638 ,137 


454,875 
13,820 
101,390 
88,813 
606,192 


25,002 
225 
787 
179 

21,064 

38,47 
137 

9,502 

44,558 

70,061 

61,400 

936 


Aug., 1934 132,902 
Sept., 1934 33 

10.10.34 
13.10.34 


Mar., 1934 


68.598 
1,855 
7,699 
2,259 


240,520 


204 


Bilbao River & Cantabrian 15 
621 
104 

1,625 


Manila . “e ae <= 


Prf. Sh 


Egyptian Delta 
Inc. Deb 


Great Southern of Spain .. 
Kenya & Uganda .. 


( 
[ Beira-Umtali 
| 
| 


B. Deb. 
1 Mg. Db 
Inc. Deb. 


120,007 
14,055 
25,373 
197,739 
546,789 
695,917 
11,147 


731,593 
25,857 
498,546 | 
1,340,993 
11,390,927 
9,446,121 
85,414 


1,076,622 
25,952 
571,999 
1,810,487 
13,008,037 
9,175,111 
88,008 


913 Aug., 1934 

277 
1,905 
1,538 
13,182 
6,172 

112 


4 Mashonaland a me 
| Midland of W. Australia .. 
Nigerian se 
Rhodesia 
South African 
Victorian .. 
Zafra & Huelva 


Various, 


4 pe. Db. 


HIAF+H+ FH tHe F44+4+44+114 


L+++t+4++ +1) 444 


June, 
Aug., 1934 


Note.—Yields are based on the approximate current prices and are within a fraction of ly. ' 
* Traffic dislocated by floods. t Receipts are calculated @ Is. 6d. to the rupee. § ex dividend. Salvador receipts are in currency. — _ 
The variation in Sterling value of the Argentine paper peso has lately been so great that the method of converting the sterling weekly receipts at the par rate o exchang' 
has proved misleading, the amount being overestimated. The statements from July 1 onwards are based on the current rate of exchange and not on the par value. 





